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January 31 – February 2, 2027
Kansas District Pastor’s Winter Retreat

[bookmark: x__Hlk138677698]Theme: Confirmation, Catechesis and First Communion – History and Pastoral Practice

Presenter: Rev. Mark Surburg – Good Shepherd Lutheran, Marion, IL

During the history of the Lutheran Church, Confirmation has achieved a prominent place in the piety of congregations.  Congregation members focus upon it as an event of great significance, and yet pastors wrestle with how Confirmation functions today in the life of the Lutheran Church.  A growing emphasis on the Sacrament of the Altar has raised questions about forcing youth to wait until Confirmation when they are around thirteen years old to receive Christ’s body and blood.  An examination of Confirmation’s history demonstrates that the existence of these difficulties is not surprising.  The development of Confirmation is an unusual story both before and after the Reformation.  By understanding Confirmation’s past we are equipped to consider our present and future pastoral practice. 

+ Please bring your own LSB Hymnal +

Sunday, January 31
5:00 p.m.	Registration/Check-in opens
	Dinner on your own
	
Monday, February 1
8:00 a.m.	Breakfast
8:45 a.m.	Matins (LSB p. 219; Rev. Michael Schotte)
9:15 a.m.	Topic I: 	Rev. Mark Surburg
	Introduction and Before Nicaea	
10:30 a.m.	Coffee Break	
11:00 a.m.	Topic II:	Rev. Mark Surburg
	Birth and development of medieval Confirmation
12:00 p.m. 	Lunch	
1:30 p.m.	Responsive Prayer 1 (LSB p. 282; Rev. Phil Hoppe)
1:45 p.m.	Topic III:	Rev. Mark Surburg
	The Practice and Problem of Medieval Confirmation; Early Lutherans and Confirmation	
3:00 p.m.	Coffee Break 
3:30 p.m.	Stewardship Presentation: Motivation for Giving	Rev. Daniel Grams	
4:30 p.m.	Vespers (LSB p. 229; Rev. Andrew Wehling)	
5:00 p.m.	Dinner on your own

Tuesday, February 2
8:00 a.m.	Breakfast
8:45 a.m.	Matins (LSB p. 219; Rev. Andy Keltner)
9:15 a.m.	Topic IV	Rev. Mark Surburg
	The development of Lutheran Confirmation (Pietism and Rationalism) and 
	“Where do we go from here?”
10:30 a.m.	Break	
10:45 a.m.	Topic V 	Rev. Mark Surburg
	Using the Catechumenate as a Model for Adult Confirmation			
11:15 a.m.	Wrap Up / Q & A / Itinerarium / Responsive Prayer 2 (p. 285)
	(LSB p. 285; Rev. Alan Stahlecker)
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