The LCMS Kansas District

1000 SW 10th Avenue | Topeka, KS 66604-1104 | (785) 357-4441

August 15, 2026
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The online application for a 2027 Kansas District Mission Grant is available here: 2027 Mission Grant Application. Grant

are disbursed after January 18, 2027. The application is also posted at https://kslcms.org/missions/mission-fund. To
request a printed copy, contact Tami Lierz at tami@kslcms.org.

As you apply, please keep this definition of outreach in mind: “Outreach is our congregation’s efforts to make disciples
by engaging the non-churched in our community through our ministries and activities in order to share the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.” (Rev. Mark Wood, Meaningful Outreach) Applications will be reviewed for alignment with this
understanding of outreach.

The Board of Missions will not fund meals, salaries or other compensation, mission trips, construction costs, or other
capital improvements. Food connected to broader outreach projects—such as food pantries, campus ministries,
neighborhood canvassing, or Jesus Door-to-Door—will not be considered “meals” for this purpose.

The Board of Missions has earmarked grant funds for the following categories:

$500 SEO Microgrants: These grants help up to twelve LCMS congregations in Kansas work with Rev. Dr. Christopher
Jackson of churchseo.io so they can “be found” online. More information is available at
https://kslcms.org/missions/mission-fund/.

Expanding the Spanish Footprint: This program through LCMS International Mission equips LCMS pastors for Hispanic
outreach through six weeks of Spanish language immersion and Latin American cultural and theological training in
Santiago, Dominican Republic. The Board of Missions is offering $3,500 grants for two congregations whose pastors
want this training for outreach in Kansas. More information is available at https://kslcms.org/missions/mission-fund/.

Because 2027 in the LCMS is the year of the “Circuit Convocation,” the Board of Missions will offer Circuit Convocation
Witness & Outreach Grants. Up to eight Kansas District circuits may receive grants of up to $2,500 for convocations that
gather congregations for witness and outreach or equip them for that work. Circuit visitors should discuss this
opportunity at September winkel meetings. One congregation should apply on behalf of the circuit, receive the funds,
and complete the required reporting.

Applications are due to the District Office by Thursday, October 15, 2026, so the Board of Missions can review materials
before the Kansas District Board of Directors meeting in early November. If you already have a budget worksheet, you
may submit it instead of completing the financial section of the application.

Mission grants are intended to help organizations move toward self-support. The application is designed to support that
planning while recognizing that grant assistance may be vital and may be awarded as funds allow.

Because funds are limited, not all requests may be approved or funded in full. Please also consider these additional grant
opportunities:
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LCMS National Grants
https://www.lcms.org/serve/grants/development
Amount: $1,000-$20,000

Application period: June 1-August 1

LCMS Life Ministry Million Dollar Life Match
https://www.lcms.org/serve/grants/life-grant
Amount: $1,000-$10,000

Application period: January 1-February 15

LCMS Campus Ministry Mini-Grants
Michael.Meyer@Icms.org

Amount: Up to $2,500

Application period: August 1-January 1, 2027

Kansas District LCEF Outreach Grants
Contact: Jeffrey Maltz, Jeffrey.maltz@I|cef.org
https://kslcms.org/Icef/grants/

Application period: May 15-June 15

Kansas LWML Grants

http://www .kansaslwml.org/gospel-outreach.html
Application deadline: September 1, 2027

National LWML Mission Grants
https://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-proposals
Deadline: September 1, 2026

Thrivent Community Action Grants
https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/thrivent-action-teams
$250 gift cards may be used for many ministry-related items, including food and candy.

Applicants will be notified of award decisions later in November. Questions may be directed to Marvin Schulteis at 785-
231-7953 or mhschulteis2020@gmail.com, Mark Wolters at 785-626-0672 or markwolters55@gmail.com, or Rev. Daniel
Grams, Congregational & School Services Executive, at daniel@kslcms.org. Thank you for serving the Lord and blessing
the work of the Kansas District. May our gracious God bless your efforts.

The grace of Jesus be with you,
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Marvin Schulteis and Mark Wolters
On behalf of Christopher Dehning and Rev. Michael Schotte

Kansas Board of Missions
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