
   

 

Our mission is to support 
and encourage the members 
of the District in carrying out 
the mission Christ has given 

His Church. 
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God’s Work in Campus Ministry       5 

Read about Campus Ministry in the Kansas 

District. 

Church Worker Appreciation         10 

June 26 is Director of Christian Education 

Appreciation. 

Saints Alive After 55 Conference     10 

The Saints Alive After 55 (SAA55) Confer-

ence will be held July 13-14 at Christ the 

King, Salina. 

75th Kansas District Convention 

The 75th Kansas District Conven-

tion will be held June 5-6 at the 

Tony’s Pizza Event Center in   

Salina, under the theme of 

“Abiding in the Word” based on 

John 8:31-32.  

Rev. Benjamin Ball, Second 

Vice-President of The Lutheran 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.” (John 8:31-32) 

Church—Missouri Synod, will 

be the Synod guest. Rev.       

William Weedon, host of the 

podcast The Word of the Lord 

Endures Forever, will be the 

plenary speaker. 

More Convention information 

is found on Page 3. 
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PRESIDENT’S OFFICE 
 Monthly Devotion 

 Pastoral Installations 

Kansas District Convention 

 

June  

Devotion 

Rev. Justin Panzer     District President 

 

Only the Word of God, 

with all of its great spir-

itual blessings, must be 

paramount in our lives. 

Christ Jesus came to give 

His life fully and com-

pletely for you, so that 

you and I and the entire 

world might have the 

forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life with Him. 

There is simply no great-

er gift than this. 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 

on earth, where moth and rust destroy 

and where thieves break in and steal, but 

lay up for yourselves treasures in heav-

en, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.” (Matt. 6:19-21) 

God forbids us to become slaves to 

our possessions. We become slaves 

to perishable things when our heart 

is set on money, wealth, and the 

stuff that comes with it. One of the 

world’s richest men, now deceased, 

Sam Walton, founder of Wal-Mart, 

was asked what he thought about 

the enormous losses his stock port-

folio suffered after one of those 

precipitous drops in the stock mar-

ket in the 1980s. He gave this reply: 

“It was paper before. It’s still paper.” 

He then got back into his old 

pickup truck and drove away. Alt-

hough he had mountains of it, 

money was not his god. 

Mark Twain famously doubted the 

reality of this slavery when he of-

fered the opinion that it is not the 

love of money that is the root of all 

evil, but “the lack of it.” Twain had 

lost possession of his heart, for it 

was greedily chasing the things of 

this world and he was impoverished 

of the divine blessings of God’s 

Word. Yes, Twain mastered many 

words, but he declined to be mas-

tered by God’s Word. His mastery of 

words made him much money, 

which merely enslaved him to Mas-

ter Greed.  

The Christian may be rich or poor 

according to the ways of the 

world, but what makes him dif-

ferent than those who worship 

possessions is that he has not set 

his heart upon the treasures of 

the world. Yes, he may work hard 

for his daily bread, which the 

Lord commands (2 Thessalonians 

3:10). But daily bread remains a 

gift from God for which we pray, 

and upon which we cannot set 

our hearts as the thing most 

needful to us (Luke 10:42).  

The Christian response is to not 

only live in this gracious for-

giveness, but also to give back 

generously of what He entrusts 

to our care.  

We are completely “rich” in the 

sight of God. Still, the degree of 

our earthly possessions will vary. 

No matter what, give generously 

in response to what God has giv-

en to you in Christ. Confess that 

your wealth is the Lord’s gift to 

you. Do not be possessed by 

your possessions. 

Finally, like everything else, this is 

about the First Commandment; 

either your God is the Lord, or 

greed is your god. Either God is 

your Lord and Master, or money 

is. Given God’s track record, we 

would be far better off with God 

as the Lord, who in Christ offers 

all the vast riches of His grace. 

He has offered Himself as the 

substitute for sinners and 

“redeemed us not with gold or 

silver, but with His holy precious 

blood and with His innocent suf-

fering and death.” (ref. Luther’s 

Small Catechism, The Second  

Article: Redemption) 
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PRESIDENT’S OFFICE 
 

Out and About 

in Kansas 
 

 

 

President Panzer’s June  

Travel Schedule 
 

 

June 1 Preach at Christ 

(Topeka) 

June 5-6 75th Kansas Dis-

trict Convention 

(Salina) 

June 22 Installation of 

Rev. James 

Bender at Our 

Saviour (Kansas 

City, Kan.) 

June 26-27 National 

LWML      

Convention 

(Omaha, Neb.) 

 

Zion Lutheran 

Church, Pittsburg 

The 75th Kansas District Convention will be held June 5-6 at the    

Tony’s Pizza Event Center in Salina, under the theme of “Abiding in 

the Word” based on John 8:31-32.  

The Convention Business document is available on the District 

website: https://kslcms.org/presidents-office/2025-

convention. The document is also provided here as a clickable 

link: 2025 Convention Business. 

Convention Business includes the final Resolutions, a detailed   

Convention schedule, Convention speaker & President’s Reception  

information, Convention standing rules, voting delegate list, event 

center map, voting keypad instructions, and the nominee listing 

and profiles. 

The Convention Workbook and Delegate Cover Letter are also 

available on the 2025 Convention webpage. Please note that the 

Delegate Cover Letter contains relevant information including the 

Convention Offering, meals, and worship service.  

For questions visit the Convention webpage, email                       

ksdconvention@kslcms.org or call the District office at 785-357-

4441. 

Rev. Rick Schneider was installed as pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Atwood,   

on Saturday, May 17. From left, (front row) Revs. Justin Panzer, Rick Schneider, Bradley 

Rick; (back row) Revs. Michael Schmidt, Philip Hoppe and Joel Hiesterman. 

 

Zion Lutheran Church, Powhattan 
 

First Lutheran Church, Plainville 
 

Ascension Lutheran Church, Pratt 

https://kslcms.org/presidents-office/2025-convention
https://kslcms.org/presidents-office/2025-convention
https://kslcms.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Convention-Business-05-20-2025.pdf
mailto:ksdconvention@kslcms.org
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CALLS & VACANCIES 

Chanute, Zion (sole) 

Dodge City, Holy Cross (sole) 

Emporia, Messiah (sole) 

Hanover, Trinity (sole) 

Hays, Messiah (sole) 

Medicine Lodge, Trinity & St. 

John, Nashville (sole) 

Phillipsburg, First (sole) 

Shawnee, Trinity (associate) 

Topeka, Christ (sole) 

Wichita, St. Andrews (sole) 

CONGREGATIONS CALLING A                     

COMMISSIONED MINISTER 

 

Cheney, St. Paul’s (Teacher) 

Leavenworth, St. Paul (Principal) (Teacher) 

Linn, Linn Lutheran (Teacher – 7th and 8th grades) 

Overland Park, Christ (DCE) 

Shawnee, Hope (Teacher – MS Math / Science) 

Topeka, St. John’s Classical (Teacher) 

Wichita, Holy Cross (Teacher – 2nd grade) 

 

Congregations / Schools Facebook Prayer List 

 

 

PENDING ORDINATIONS / INSTALLATIONS 
 

Rev. James Bender, Candidate to Our Saviour, Kansas City –     

accepted, installation Sunday, June 22, 2025, at 3 p.m. 

Candidate Robert Choate, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis to Betha-

ny, Overland Park (associate) – ordination & installation Sunday, 

Aug. 3, 2025, at 3 p.m. 

Rev. Shawn Fenske, St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth, MI to Holy Cross, 

Wichita (senior) – accepted, installation Sunday, Aug. 10, 2025, at 

3 p.m. 

Rev. Matthew Vatthauer, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis to St. Paul, 

Clay Center (associate) – installation Sunday, July 27, 2025 

Rev. John Werner, Zion, Hillsboro & Our Savior, Marion to St. John, 

Palmer – accepted, installation pending 

PASTORAL CALLS  

 

Rev. Albert Bader, St. John’s, Ogallala, NE to Trinity, Hanover – 

pending 

Rev. Richard Bridgman, Faith, Appleton, WI to Messiah, Emporia – 

declined 

Rev. Jesse Burns, Redeemer, Ventura, IA to Holy Cross, Dodge City 

– pending 

Rev. Aaron Fenker, Bethlehem & Immanuel, Bremen to Our        

Father’s, Greenfield, WI – pending 

Rev. Marcel Kohlmeyer, Immanuel, Sterling & St. John, Tecumseh, 

NE to Messiah, Hays – declined 

Rev. Anthony Oliphant, Redeemer, Elmhurst, IL to Christ, Topeka – 

declined 

Rev. Aaron Wagner, Christ the King, Salina to St. John, Pembroke, 

Ontario – pending 

CONGREGATIONS CALLING or PREPARING TO 

CALL A FULL-TIME PASTOR 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CALLS – from the field 

 

Deaconess Candidate Alyssa Choate, Concordia Seminary, St.  

Louis to Bethany, Overland Park – commissioning and installation 

Sunday, Aug. 3, 2025 

Teacher Corrie Clatt, Calvary, Kansas City to Redeemer, Olathe – 

accepted, installation pending 

DCE Korey Danley, Candidate to Holy Cross Lutheran Academy, 

Sanford, FL – pending 

Teacher Christina Heiss, Holy Cross, Cary, IL to Hope, Shawnee – 

accepted, installation Sunday, Aug. 17, 2025 

Deaconess Candidate Lara McComack, Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis to Calvary, Topeka – commissioning and installation Sunday, 

Aug. 17, 2025 

JUNE PRAYER REQUESTS 

Those grieving the loss of loved ones 

 Family and friends of Elmer Schulz, father of Rev. Dr. 

Mark Schulz, pastor emeritus. Elmer entered his heaven-

ly rest April 28, 2025. 

 Family and friends of Marilyn Mease, mother of Rev. 

Rocky Mease, pastor emeritus. Marilyn entered her 

heavenly rest April 9, 2025. 

 Family and friends of Rev. Howard Patten, former 

Kansas District President. Rev. Patten entered his heav-

enly rest April 2, 2025. 
 

Those experiencing recent / ongoing health issues 

 Kevin Adams 

 Rev. Richard     

Andrus 

 Simon Begley 

 Rev. Dr.        

Michael     

Bingenheimer 

 Rev. Dean 

Christ 

 Rev. Sarge Fritz 

 Sven Goodroad 

 Cindy         

Hammons 

 Rev. David   

McCloskey 

 Carrie Meyers 

 Rev. Kevin          

Peterson 

 Lori Reed 

 Paul Schmidt 

 Rev. Gary Wolf 

 75th Kansas District   

Convention – June 2 

 Bethlehem, Bremen;    

Immanuel, Bremen; 

Good Shepherd Luther-

an School Association – 

June 9 

 St. John Lutheran Church 

& School, Alma – June 

16 

 Faith Lutheran Church,    

Abilene – June 23 

 Peace Lutheran Church, 

Andover – June 30 

Those celebrating the gift of new life 

 Rev. Nicholas and Lauren Belcher (daughter Monica 

Aurelia, May 12). 

 Rev. Caleb and Bethany Stoever (daughter Elsie Marie, 

May 13). 
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MISSIONS & STEWARDSHIP 
   Campus Ministry 

          Pentecost Offering 

   Light of the World, De Soto 

 

The Word of God sown 

into the human heart is 

powerful. It enlivens 

faith and transforms the 

minds and hearts of 

those who hear. Those 

involved in campus min-

istry throughout Kansas 

witness God at work 

God at Work in Campus Ministry  

Rev. Mark Boxman 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 

Senior Pastor at Trinity, Salina 

strengthening the faithful,  

reclaiming the prodigals, 

reaching the lost, and growing 

young adults to be faithful in 

all their vocations. 

Campus ministry studies and 

conversations are never dull. 

Students are curious. They 

want solid and reliable answers 

to the puzzling topics on their 

minds. How do dinosaurs, 

cavemen, and millions of years 

fit into the biblical record? 

What does the Bible say about 

gender, abortion and homo-

sexuality? What are fasting and 

ashes all about? Where did the 

devil come from? Who decided 

which books are in the Bible 

and which aren’t? What do 

Muslims believe? What can I 

say to my friend who does not 

believe that Jesus is God? How 

does one overcome an addic-

tion? How do we apply Old 

Testament laws to our lives 

today? What does the Bible 

say about tattoos?  

Each of these questions lead 

us into the treasury of God’s 

Word and to Christ “in whom 

are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 

2:3). Thanks be to God for  

 

We Pray: Lord God, as 

our young people leave 

their church homes and 

go off to college, lead 

them into the loving arms 

of a congregation that will 

receive them, love them, 

and through which they 

may be blessed with a 

growing faith in Jesus 

Christ. Lord, have mercy. 

Amen. 

every valuable moment in 

which the Word of God is 

sown and the fruit it pro-

duces! 

Help college students find a new church home by visiting the Campus Ministry 

page at https://kslcms.org/campus-ministry. Please share with pastors and   

parents the campus ministry student contact form at the bottom of the Campus 

Ministry page, or directly contact the names, emails and/or websites listed below. 

Cowley County Community College           

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Arkansas City       

Rev. Christopher Warneke                           

620-442-5240; rlcarkcity.com  

Emporia State University                             

Messiah Lutheran Church, Emporia            

620-342-8181; messiahlutheran.org  

Fort Hays State University                           

Messiah Lutheran Church, Hays                   

785-625-2057; messiahlutheranhays.com  

Garden City Community College                 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Garden City         

Rev. Michael Hageman                                 

620-276-3110; trinitygcks@gmail.com  

Kansas Wesleyan / Bethany College /           

       Kansas State University Salina                          

Trinity Lutheran Church, Salina             

Rev. Mark Boxman                                

620-441-8342; markdboxman@gmail.com   

University of Kansas / Haskell University                                                          

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Lawrence  

Rev. Sean Kilgo                                        

785-843-8181; redeemer.lutheran@att.net  

University of Kansas / Haskell / Baker          

       University                                                

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Lawrence  

Rev. Andrew Wehling                             

785-843-0620; revwehling@hotmail.com  

Kansas State University (KSU)             

Christ Lutheran Church, Manhattan   

Rev. Jim Woelmer                                   

972-704-6722; jwoelmer@verizon.net  

KSU / Manhattan Area Technical College  

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Manhattan  

DCE William Prann                                  

785-539-2604; 
wprann@stlukesmanhattan.org        

Pittsburg State University                    

Zion Lutheran Church, Pittsburg          

Rev. Ted Cook                                          

620-231-4267; zionpitt@ckt.net  

Pittsburg State University                     

Trinity Lutheran Church, Girard           

Rev. Michael Hofmann                          

620-724-8895; pastorhofmann@gmail.com  

Kansas University Medical Center /           

       Rockhurst University                              

Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Kansas City                                                           
913-236-6228; https://oskc.org  

Washburn University                             

Faith Lutheran Church, Topeka            

Rev. Jacob Heine                                     

785-272-4214;                                                 
pastorheine@faithlutherantopeka.com  

Wichita State / Friends University /  

        Butler Community College                               

Fairmount Ministries, Wichita               

316-684-5224; fairmountministries.org  

Kansas District Campus Ministry Directory 

https://kslcms.org/missions/campus-ministry/
http://rlcarkcity.com/
http://messiahlutheran.org/
http://messiahlutheranhays.com/
mailto:trinitygcks@gmail.com
mailto:markdboxman@gmail.com
mailto:redeemer.lutheran@att.net
mailto:revwehling@hotmail.com
mailto:jwoelmer@verizon.net
mailto:wprann@stlukesmanhattan.org
mailto:zionpitt@ckt.net
mailto:pastorhofmann@gmail.com
https://oskc.org/
mailto:pastorheine@faithlutherantopeka.com
https://www.fairmountministries.org/
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MISSIONS & STEWARDSHIP 
Out and About  

in Kansas 
 

Rev. Daniel Grams’ June 

Travel Schedule 

Pentecost      

Offering: June 8  

 

 

Give to the  

2025 Pentecost 

Offering 

 

 

June 1  Teacher retire-

ment at Hope 

(Shawnee) 

June 5-6  75th Kansas Dis-

trict Convention 

(Salina) 

June 15  Stewardship  

Sunday at Mt. 

Calvary 

(Marysville) 

June 22  Stewardship  

Sunday at         

Redeemer 

(Lawrence) 

June 28  Early Childhood 

Summer Confer-

ence at Trinity 

(Shawnee campus) 

Pentecost is June 8 and there will be a District-

wide offering to support mission work in Guinea 

and West Africa. Last year, $50,000 was given to 

sustain the work of the Centre Luthérien 

d'Études Théologiques (CLET) seminary in  

Guinea.  

This year’s Pentecost Offering will continue to 

help support the CLET-Guinea seminary, as well 

as the provision of Lutheran education and re-

Pictured are CLET-Guinea seminary students 

for the 2024-2025 academic year. 

sources to the people of Guinea and 

West Africa. 

Other West Africa updates include re-

ports of The Christ Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Sierra Leone celebrating new 

seminary graduates; a growing number 

of seminarians and deaconess trainees 

currently being trained at the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Ghana, and  

seminary students at the Jonathan Ekong 

Memorial Lutheran Seminary in Nigeria 

manage a fish farm for their own meals, 

to increase support from the LCMS. 

Visit the Guinea/West Africa page on the 

District website to access 2025 bulletin 

inserts and announcements, https://

kslcms.org/guinea-westafrica. 

 
 

 Give during your 

church’s offering on 

Pentecost Sunday, 

June 8. 

 Donate online by  

visiting https://

kslcms.org/donate 

(choose “Pentecost Offer-

ing” from the dropdown 

fund menu.) 

 Mail a check with 

“Pentecost Offering”  

in the memo line to the 

LCMS Kansas District 
(1000 SW 10th Ave.,  

Topeka, KS 66604-1104). 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Preston 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Ramona 

 

First Lutheran Church & Preschool, 

Sabetha 

 

Christ the King Lutheran 

Church, Salina 

Light of the World Lutheran Church was blessed to have a ribbon cutting ceremony spon-

sored by the De Soto Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, May 15. Members of the Light of 

the World, Beautiful Savior, and the De Soto Chamber gathered to celebrate the new space 

with which God has blessed this mission. Mayor Rick Walker highlighted how churches are 

the fabric of all communities, especially one like De Soto.  

Light of the World is looking forward to this summer as a time to make use of this new   

space for outreach and evangelism. For more information visit the LOTW website, https://

lightoftheworldlcms.org.   

https://kslcms.org/missions/guinea-westafrica/
https://kslcms.org/missions/guinea-westafrica/
https://kslcms.org/business-office/donate/
https://kslcms.org/business-office/donate/
https://lightoftheworldlcms.org/
https://lightoftheworldlcms.org/
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EDUCATION & YOUTH 
 Youth Ministry 

 Commissioned Installations 

 Kansas Lutheran Schools    

Scholarship Foundation 

(KLSSF) 

 

 

Join the Kansas District Youth Ministry Facebook page! 

 

June 24-27, 2025 

University of Massachusetts-Amherst 

Amherst, MA 

July 29-August 1, 2025 

Calvin University 

Grand Rapids, MI 
 

July 8-11, 2025 (FULL, waitlist) 

Concordia University Nebraska 

Seward, NE 

 

 

Pricing 

May 1 or later: $640 
 

A non-refundable $150 deposit with your regis-

tration secures your spot at the conference. Visit 

the Higher Things website: https://

higherthings.org/events/all-things-new-

2025/. 

 

Higher Things Dates & Locations 

Fall Confirmation Retreat 
The middle school Fall Confirmation 

Retreat will be held October 3-4, 2025, 

at Rock Springs Ranch near Junction 

City. This retreat is designed for youth 

in grades 5-8 and their adult leaders. 

The theme for this year’s Confirmation 

Retreat is “Baptism.”  

Visit the Confirmation Retreat page on 

the District website for more details, 

https://kslcms.org/confirmation-

retreat.  

For questions, please contact Rev. Christian Schultz (First, Paola) at  

flcpastor1921@gmail.com or by phone 785-313-4633.  

DCE Olivia Johnson was installed as Director of Christian Education of 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Leawood, on Sunday, May 11. From left, 

Rev. Daniel Grams (Executive Assistant to the President for Congrega-

tional & School Services), DCE Joshua Keithley, DCE Olivia Johnson and 

Rev. Dr. Scott Holder (pastor of Lord of Life). 

The LCMS Youth Gathering is July 19-23, 

2025, in New Orleans, La. The theme is 

“Endure” based on Hebrews 12:1-3. Visit 

https://www.lcmsgathering.com.  

Registration for the Kansas District busing,      

T-shirts, and the Kansas District event and 

swamp tour is closed. No refunds will be     

issued if there are changes. The bus schedule 

has been emailed to all participants. Please 

check it for accuracy. The T-shirts have been 

sorted and are ready to be picked up at Risen 

Savior in Wichita, the District office in Topeka, 

or at the Kansas District Convention in Salina, 

based on your indicated preference. Visit 

https://kslcms.org/national-youth-

gathering for more information about the 

Kansas District events.  

If you have any questions about the Gather-

ing, send an email to Debbie and Karen at 

nygksdistrict@gmail.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/537482034198258
https://higherthings.org/events/all-things-new-2025/
https://higherthings.org/events/all-things-new-2025/
https://higherthings.org/events/all-things-new-2025/
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/confirmation-retreat/
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/confirmation-retreat/
mailto:flcpastor1921@gmail.com
https://www.lcmsgathering.com
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/national-youth-gathering/
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/national-youth-gathering/
mailto:nygksdistrict@gmail.com
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EDUCATION & YOUTH 

(Continued on Page 9) 

OUR MISSION 
 

The Kansas Lutheran Schools Scholarship 

Foundation provides life-changing scholar-

ships to eligible students, empowering fami-

lies to access quality Lutheran education and 

fostering Christ-centered academic excellence 

across Kansas. 
 

OUR PURPOSE 
 

To provide scholarships for children attending 

K-12 Lutheran schools of the LCMS Kansas 

District, under the provisions of the Kansas 

Tax Credit Scholarship program. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 

 New students to a LCMS school in Kansas 

who are either entering kindergarten, or 

transferring from a public school. 
 

 Family income is 250% of federal poverty 

guidelines or less.  
 

HOW TO APPLY 
 

 A parent or guardian completes an appli-

cation through the Kansas State Board of    

Education website by June 1.  
 

 Visit https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/

Fiscal-and-Administrative-Services/

School-Finance/Tax-Credit-for-Low-

Income-Students-Scholarship-

Program/Online-Application to fill out 

the online application.  
 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
 

 The amount of the scholarship awarded 

will be determined annually by a number 

of factors including the amount of do-

nated funds available and the number of 

eligible applicants.  
 

 By law, scholarships cannot exceed 

$8,000 and can be used to cover tuition 

and other education-related expenses.  
 

 If the tuition charged does not cover the 

cost to educate, the school must publi-

cize that number along with its annual 

tuition rates. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP PAYMENTS 
 

Scholarships will be paid directly to the 

school by August 1, before each academic 

year. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Scott City 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Salina 
 

Augsburg Lutheran Church, Shawnee 

https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Fiscal-and-Administrative-Services/School-Finance/Tax-Credit-for-Low-Income-Students-Scholarship-Program/Online-Application
https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Fiscal-and-Administrative-Services/School-Finance/Tax-Credit-for-Low-Income-Students-Scholarship-Program/Online-Application
https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Fiscal-and-Administrative-Services/School-Finance/Tax-Credit-for-Low-Income-Students-Scholarship-Program/Online-Application
https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Fiscal-and-Administrative-Services/School-Finance/Tax-Credit-for-Low-Income-Students-Scholarship-Program/Online-Application
https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Fiscal-and-Administrative-Services/School-Finance/Tax-Credit-for-Low-Income-Students-Scholarship-Program/Online-Application
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EDUCATION & YOUTH 

HOW TO DONATE 

 Consult your tax advisor to determine your 

state tax liability and gift strategy (the KLSSF 

does not provide tax, accounting, or legal     

advice.) 
 

 Complete the Donor Information Form and 

submit it with a check made payable to the 

Kansas Lutheran Schools Scholarship Founda-

tion. Please include “Tax Credit Scholarship” in 

the memo line. Mail to the address included.  
 

 To donate electronically, please go to 

https://klssf.org. To donate stocks or other 

appreciated securities, please call us.  

A DONATION TO THE KANSAS LUTHERAN 

SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION… 
 

 Helps children and families receive a Christ-

centered education, who otherwise could not 

afford one. 

75 percent 

Donations may be eligible for a 75 

percent credit on state income tax 

liability. Unused credits can be car-

ried over. 

$500,000 

Individuals and businesses with a 

state tax liability may donate up to 

$500,000 each year.  

$10 million 

KLSSF staff processes your donation and 

secures your tax credit certificate. Credits 

are awarded on a first-come, first-served 

basis until the $10 million cap is reached.   

90 percent 

By state law, at least 90 percent of 

your donation must be used to 

grant scholarships up to $8,000. 

KLSSF, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization,    

Federal Tax ID# 99-3778196. All donations are tax    

deductible. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Kansas Lutheran Schools Scholarship           

Foundation, Inc. 

1000 SW 10th Avenue 

Topeka, KS 66604 
 

Rev. Daniel Grams, Executive Director 

Phone: 785-357-4441  

Email: dgrams@klssf.org  

Website: https://klssf.org 

HOW THE KANSAS TAX CREDIT PROGRAM WORKS 

 Sustains Lutheran schools and assists them 

as they expand their mission and impact. 
 

 Ensures that more people come to know 

wisdom, knowledge, and salvation in Jesus 

Christ. 
 

 

Hope Lutheran Church & School, Shawnee 

 

Grace Lutheran Church, Strong City 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

Sylvan Grove 

https://klssf.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/KLSSF-Fillable-form.pdf
https://klssf.org/
mailto:dgrams@klssf.org
https://klssf.org/
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CARING MINISTRY 

 

 June 26 – Director of Christian Education Appreciation 
 

Click the links above to find resources on the LCMS website and 

show church workers how much they are appreciated! 

2025 Church 

Worker    

Appreciation 

 

 

Lutheran Early Response Team News 
Donna Williams 

Disaster Response Coordinator 
ksddrc@gmail.com 

 LERT / Disaster Response 

 Older Adult Ministry 

 Parish Nurse Ministry 

 Church Worker Appreciation 

 

June is Men’s Health Month 
 

During Men’s Health Month, men are encouraged to take control of their 

health, becoming aware of preventable health problems and encourage 

early detection and treatment of diseases that can affect men. 

Don’t just watch a game; get into the game! Eating a healthy diet and  

getting exercise are two of the most important actions for healthy living. 

Men who are physically active tend to live longer and have a lower risk for 

heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, depression, and some cancers.  

All adults should be active for 2-3 hours a week. There are several ways to 

get the physical activity you need. Make walking a part of your daily rou-

tine, a great way to get physical activity needed to obtain health benefits. 

Walking does not require any special skills, just a good pair of shoes.    

More information is available at: https://www.aetna.com/health-guide/

mens-health.html. 
 

Mary Hume, Parish Nurse and Kansas District Representative for Parish 

Nurses 

The 2025 Saints Alive After 55 

(SAA55) Conference will be held July 

13-14, 2025, at Christ the King Lu-

theran Church in Salina (111 W.  

Magnolia Road, Salina, KS 67401).  

The keynote speaker is Lisa Hellyer, 

Senior Ministry Advancement Coun-

selor for Lutheran Hour Ministries. 

The Bible study leader is Rev. 

Quentin Nuttmann, Senior Pastor of 

Our Redeemer, Hutchinson.  

Registration cost is $50, and registra-

tion closes on June 30. Visit the Kan-

sas District homepage https://

kslcms.org to register and find a 

schedule. 

Saints Alive After 55 

Conference 

LCMS Disaster Response provides an op-

portunity for the church to be visibly active 

in reaching out in mercy to serve the hurt-

ing with physical and spiritual care. 

Providing mercy care opens the door to 

Gospel proclamation.  

- Deaconess Laura Seaman 

It has been a quiet spring for some of us, 

but some of our neighbors are still deal-

ing with the aftermath of severe weather. 

People are still recovering. Some are   

rebuilding. There is still work to do.  

Below are some deployments sched-

uled in the near future: 

 Hurricane Helene:  

− 4 deployments hosted by Mt. 

Pisgah Lutheran Church, 

Hendersonville, N.C.  

− 2 deployments at Camp Linn 

Haven, Linville, N.C. 

 Missouri:  

− 1 deployment hosted by     

St. John Lutheran Church, 

Arnold, Mo. 

Can you or someone you know 

help with this important work? 

Please let your congregation know 

that these needs exist. Details and 

registration can be found at 

https://lcms-lert.org.  

I will be staffing the LERT Disaster 

Response table at the Kansas  

District Convention, June 5-6. I 

am scheduling Basic LERT Training 

events and personal church visits 

for those who are interested, as 

well as answering any questions. 

Please stop by and visit! 

https://calendar.lcms.org/event/church-worker-appreciation-director-of-christian-education/
mailto:ksddrc@gmail.com
https://www.aetna.com/health-guide/mens-health.html
https://www.aetna.com/health-guide/mens-health.html
https://lcmskansasdistrict.regfox.com/saa55-retreat-2025
https://lcmskansasdistrict.regfox.com/saa55-retreat-2025
https://www.lcms-lert.org/need/


 11 

 

BUSINESS OFFICE 
 Kansas District Resources 

 

 Announcements and Reminders 

MinistrySafe: Preventing &           

Responding to Child Sexual Abuse 

The LCMS Kansas District, with the support of the 

LCMS Office of National Mission, takes the safety of 

children seriously. That’s why we have partnered 

with MinistrySafe to better educate and equip the 

workers in our congregations and schools to recog-

nize the signs of child sexual abuse and to better 

understand the tendencies of child predators — all 

at no cost to our congregations and schools. You 

can immediately roll out the MinistrySafe Sexual 

Abuse Awareness program among your staff and 

volunteers. Their resources and training are FREE to 

our ministries across Synod through the end of the 

There will be District work-

shops offered that provide 

simple, straightforward 

help relating to clergy    

tax and church treasurer 

issues. The presenters will 

be Kansas District Business 

Manager Heather       

Williams and Nebraska 

District Business Manager 

Elijah Luebbe. Partici-

pants will also hear from 

Concordia Plan Services 

and meet fellow servants 

from their specific church 

region. A free lunch will be 

provided, sponsored by 

the Lutheran Church Ex-

tension Fund.  

Some of the topics that 

will be covered at the 

workshops include a     

review of the Congrega-

tional Treasurers Manual, 

borrowing and investment 

options through LCEF,  

narrative budgets, salary 

guidelines, board govern-

ance, internal control, 

planned giving, clergy  

taxes, document reten-

tion, employer resources, 

and employees vs. con-

tractors.  

These workshops are 

geared towards new and 

returning congregational 

treasurers, bookkeepers, 

financial secretaries, office 

managers, stewardship 

leaders, pastors, church 

members and/or staff 

who have financial or  

administrative responsi-

bilities.  

 

Congregational Treasurers Workshops 

 

Workshop Dates & 

Locations 
 

 August 23 - Kansas District 

Office, Topeka, Kan. 

 September 12 - Nebraska 

District Office, Seward, Neb. 

 October 11 - Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, 

Hutchinson, Kan. 

 November 1 - Immanuel  

Lutheran Church, Colum-

bus, Neb. 

Register Here for 

the workshops. For 

questions please call 

Heather Williams at 

785-357-4441, or 

email 

heather@kslcms.org.  

2024 / 2025 school year. We want every staff per-

son in every congregation and school in the District 

to commit to helping protect the children and min-

istries entrusted to your care. To learn more about 

MinistrySafe, watch a short video at https://

ministrysafe.com/the-risk/. You can also learn 

more about our partnership with MinistrySafe at 

https://ministrysafe.com/lcms/.   

To begin setting up your congregation / school      

account, this PDF document can assist you with 

the process. The discount code is LCMS2025.   

Account set-up questions can be sent directly to 

MinistrySafe. Please take advantage of this FREE 

screening and training program to protect the kids 

in your ministry and to equip your staff and volun-

teers. 

https://forms.gle/cxzqnpZ2ZxFaXs2H9
mailto:heather@kslcms.org
https://ministrysafe.com/the-risk/
https://ministrysafe.com/the-risk/
https://ministrysafe.com/lcms/
https://ministrysafe.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Getting-Started-with-MinistrySafe-LCMS.pdf
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LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION 

FUND (LCEF) 
 Kansas District Resources 

 

 Announcements and Reminders 

 

LCEF offers 

fixed-rate 

term notes 

for 6 

months, 1 

year, 3 years, 

and 5 years – 

all at 4%. 

A term note at LCEF allows you to 

grow your funds while making a real 

difference. Choose the term that fits 

your goals and enjoy peace of mind 

knowing your investment is support-

ing LCMS ministries and churches. 

Please visit the LCEF website 

https://lcef.org/term-notes to see 

all current rates. 

Dear Kansas District Members,  
 

LCEF’s goal is to meet your congregations where they are at 

and to meet their needs, both immediate and long-term. 

You may know that LCEF offers large construction and renova-

tion loans, but did you know we offer smaller loans designed 

specifically for immediate needs? 

Have a leaky roof? Broken organ? Need new carpet? LCEF’s 

Ministry Improvement Loan may be just what your church 

needs.   

The Ministry Improvement Loan is ideal for repairs, upgrades 

and enhancements that create a welcoming and functional 

space for your congregation and visitors. Enjoy features like: 

 Interest-only payments for the first two years 

  Funding up to $150,000  

 Quick approval process for most unsecured loans 

If you find yourself needing a quick fix with a trusted partner, 

please reach out. I would love to see if an LCEF Ministry      

Improvement Loan is what your congregation needs.  

Blessings, 
 

Jeffrey Maltz 

jeffrey.maltz@lcef.org 

785-230-4112 
 

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not 

Are IC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor 

a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where 

authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should 

carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. 

Neither LCEF nor its representatives give legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult 

your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation. 

UMB Bank n.a. serves as the custodian of the LCEF IRA/HSA programs. Steward-

Account access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. 

https://lcef.org/personal/rostered-church-workers/investments/term-notes/
https://lcef.org/church/lending/#types-of-loans
https://lcef.org/church/lending/#types-of-loans
https://lcef.org/ministry-improvement-loan/
https://lcef.org/ministry-improvement-loan/
https://lcef.org/ministry-improvement-loan/
mailto:jeffrey.maltz@lcef.org
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 
https://kslcms.org/calendar  

DISTRICT MEETINGS & EVENTS 

There will be a Continuing Education 

(CE) course held June 26-28, 2025, at 

Redeemer Lutheran Church in Law-

rence (2700 Lawrence Ave., Lawrence, 

KS 66047). The theme of the course is 

“The History of the LCMS and Applica-

tions for Today.” The keynote speaker 

is Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr., pro-

fessor of Historical Theology and presi-

dent emeritus of Concordia Theologi-

cal Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW). 

Click on the provided link to register 

and for more information: https://

ctsfw.edu/ce/lawrence-kansas. This is 

a 1.5 CEU course. The cost is $175 for 

pastors and professional church work-

ers, and $125 for retired pastors and 

laypersons. Current CTSFW students 

and vicars should contact LeeAnna 

Rondot at CE@ctsfw.edu or call 260-

452-2204.  

If you have any questions please    

contact Rev. Sean Kilgo (pastor of 

Redeemer, Lawrence) at 

kilgosr@gmail.com or call 505-553-

4829.  

 

Continuing Education 

Course: Redeemer, Lawrence 

 

 

June 1-6 Lutheran Valley    

Retreat (LVR) 

(Woodland Park, Colo.) 

June 5-6 75th Kansas District 

Convention (Tony’s 

Pizza Event Center, 

Salina) 

June 26-29 LWML National 

Convention 

(Omaha, Neb.) 

JUNE - JULY 

There will be a Prof Insights Faculty-Led 

Workshop held August 4-6, 2025, at 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Hays (2000 

Main Street, Hays, KS 67601). The theme 

of the course is “The Apocrypha: Origins, 

Import and Use Among Lutherans.” The 

keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. John Genter, 

associate professor of Exegetical Theolo-

gy at Concordia University, Nebraska 

(CUNE). Topics include the origins and 

content of the Apocrypha, early Christian 

views on the status of these books and 

their usage among Lutherans. 

Click on the provided link to register and 

for more information: https://

www.csl.edu/prof-insights-genter-in-

hays-ks. The cost is $150, which includes 

Continuing Education Unit (CEU) credits 

for pastors. The registration deadline is 

July 21. 

If you have any questions please contact 

Rev. Michael Schmidt (pastor of Peace, 

Natoma and First, Plainville) at 

revschmidt@yahoo.com.  

 

Prof Insights Workshop:   

Messiah, Hays 

 

August 5 Older Adult Ministry 

meeting, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

(District office, Topeka) 

August 7 President’s Council, 1-5 

p.m. (District office, 

Topeka) 

August 7-8 Board of Directors, 

8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

(District office, Topeka) 

August 23 Treasurers Workshop, 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. (District 

office, Topeka) 

Sept. 1 Labor Day (District office 

closed) 

Sept. 5-14 LLL/LHM booth at  

Kansas State Fair 

(Hutchinson) 

AUG. - SEPT. 

 

June 28 Early Childhood 

Conference, 8:30 

a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Trinity 

Lutheran Church, 

Shawnee) 

June 30 Convention debrief 

meeting, 12-2 p.m. 

(District office, Tope-

ka) 

 
 

 

Continuing Education Course: 

Risen Savior, Basehor 

There will be a Continuing Education (CE) 

course held August 18-20, 2025, at Risen 

Savior Lutheran Church in Basehor (14700 

Leavenworth Rd., Basehor, KS 66007). The 

theme of the course is “History & Spirit, 

Life Here and in Eternity: Medieval Chris-

tian Preaching.” The keynote speaker is 

Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Boyle, assistant pro-

fessor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions, 

and director of Field Education at Concor-

dia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne 

(CTSFW). 

Click on the provided link to register and 

for more information: https://ctsfw.edu/

ce/basehor-kansas. This is a 1.5 CEU 

course. The cost is $175 for pastors and 

professional church workers, and $125 for 

retired pastors and laypersons. Current 

CTSFW students and vicars should contact 

LeeAnna Rondot at CE@ctsfw.edu or call 

260-452-2204.  

If you have any questions please contact 

Rev. Zachariah Burgdorf  (associate pas-

tor of Risen Savior, Basehor) at 

revburgdorf@gmail.com or call 636-328

-2610.  

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Tampa 

 

Calvary Lutheran Church & Learning Center, Topeka 
 

Christ Lutheran Church, Topeka 

 

July 4 Independence Day 

(District office closed) 

July 12 LERT meeting, 9 a.m.-

12 p.m. (Zoom) 

July 13-14 Saints Alive After 

55 Conference 

(Christ the King, 

Salina) 

July 19-23 LCMS Youth    

Gathering (New 

Orleans, La.) 

July 29 New Worker Orienta-

tion, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

(location TBD) 

 

JUNE - JULY (cont.) 

https://kslcms.org/about-us/calendar/
https://concordiatheologicalseminary3.my.site.com/s/continuing-education-detail?recordId=a1yUh000002n049IAA
https://concordiatheologicalseminary3.my.site.com/s/continuing-education-detail?recordId=a1yUh000002n049IAA
mailto:CE@ctsfw.edu
mailto:kilgosr@gmail.com
https://www.csl.edu/event/prof-insights-genter-in-hays-ks/
https://www.csl.edu/event/prof-insights-genter-in-hays-ks/
https://www.csl.edu/event/prof-insights-genter-in-hays-ks/
mailto:revschmidt@yahoo.com
https://concordiatheologicalseminary3.my.site.com/s/continuing-education-detail?recordId=a1yUh000002zBDVIA2
https://concordiatheologicalseminary3.my.site.com/s/continuing-education-detail?recordId=a1yUh000002zBDVIA2
mailto:CE@ctsfw.edu
mailto:revburgdorf@gmail.com
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There are some wonderful resources offered by the LCMS 

Office of International Mission (OIM) for schools and 

youth.  

Links to these resources are found below: 
 

 Missions Unpacked and English Bible Camp Curricu-

lum: https://international.lcms.org/resources  

 Ideas for Chapel Donations and/or District Projects: 

https://international.lcms.org/projects  

 Short-term Team Mission Trips for Teachers (or School 

Groups): https://servenow.lcms.org 

 

For more information about these resources please     

contact Stephanie Hovland, Deaconess Intern with OIM, 

at Stephanie.Hovland@lcms.org.  

LCMS International Mission Resources 

SYNOD & PARTNERS 

7,000+ languages are spoken in the world, but only 750   

languages have the full Bible. Help raise awareness as a 

church advocate for Bible translation ministry. 

Host a Bible Translation Sunday at your church to  

advocate for the mission of Lutheran Bible Translators. 

Engage your church with a call to action by inviting in-

dividuals and families to contribute $35 monthly to 

translate one verse of Scripture until the work is done 

(or set a total goal for your church). It’s a simple yet 

powerful way to gather in prayer, inspire generosity, 

and make a huge impact, translating entire chapters 

and books of the Bible. Join us in this mission to let the 

world know, “God speaks your language.” Ready to 

make a difference? Take next steps at https://lbt.org/

bible-translation-sundays. 

Lutheran Bible Translators 
 

National Development Grants  

The LCMS Office of National Mission 

(ONM) offers national development 

grants for LCMS congregations, Recog-

nized Service Organizations and districts 

to make known the love of Christ by 

word and deed within their churches and 

communities.  

Grant applications will be accepted 

June 1 - August 1, with awards an-

nounced in October. National Mission 

encourages innovative proposals that 

others can use to advance the national 

mission work of the LCMS.  

Visit https://www.lcms.org/serve/

grants/development to learn more and 

apply. 

 

Faith Lutheran Church, Topeka 

 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

& Preschool, Topeka 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church & Classical 

School, Topeka 

The Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation has a wide 

variety of resources 

available to share the 

Gospel with Asian immigrants, in languages like 

Chinese (Simplified and Traditional), Vietnam-

ese, and Hmong (Blue and White).  

From the Book of Concord and the Small Cate-

chism to children's Bible storybooks, these    

resources are free for our LCMS congregations.  

Visit https://LHFmissions.org to see what LHF 

can send you! 

Lutheran 

Heritage 

Foundation 

https://international.lcms.org/resources/
https://international.lcms.org/projects/
https://servenow.lcms.org/
mailto:Stephenie.Hovland@lcms.org
https://lbt.org/bible-translation-sundays/
https://lbt.org/bible-translation-sundays/
https://www.lcms.org/serve/grants/development
https://www.lcms.org/serve/grants/development
https://lhfmissions.org/
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The Kansas District  

Lutheran Laymen's 

League/Lutheran Hour 

Ministries will sponsor 

a booth at the Kansas 

State Fair in 

Hutchinson, September 5-14 in the Meadowlark Exhibition 

Hall. There will also be a worship service at the Peoples Bank 

and Trust Arena at 10 a.m. on Sunday, September 7, with 

Rev. C.J. Luttinen preaching (senior pastor of Risen Savior, 

Wichita). Volunteers are needed to work at the booth greet-

ing visitors and sharing Christian materials, including Portals 

of Prayer, My Devotions, LHM resources, and gifts for chil-

dren. 

Contact Mike Tonn at 316-640-3918 or 

tonn.mike@yahoo.com if you and your congregation can 

provide Christian materials and serve as volunteers.  

 

LLL Booth at 

the State Fair! 

AROUND THE DISTRICT 

DISTRICT STAFF / COORDINATOR DIRECTORY  

 

 

 
Rev. Justin Panzer 
District President 
 

Rev. Daniel Grams 
Executive Assistant to the President 
for Congregational & School Services 
 

Jeffrey Maltz 
DVP, LCEF Kansas and Oklahoma 
 

Heather Williams 
Business Manager 
 

Jackie Schaefer 
Communications Specialist 
 

Tami Lierz 
Administrative Assistant 
President’s Office / Missions / LCEF 
 

Shannon Fender 
Administrative Assistant 
Business Office / Stewardship 
 

Miriam Wehling 
Youth Ministry Coordinator & School    
Services Assistant 
 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Mark Boxman 
Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 

Dr. Patti Hoffman 
School Ministry Coordinator 
 

Rev. Ian Kinney 
Life Coordinator 
 

Lottie Lee 
Professional Development Coordinator 
 

Jane Limback 
Accreditation 
 

Amy Schultz 
Early Childhood Consultant 
 

Donna Williams 
Disaster Response Coordinator 

 

 

STAFF DIRECTORY 

 

COORDINATORS 

CONTACT US 
LCMS Kansas District Office  

1000 SW 10th Ave. 

Topeka, KS 66604-1104 

Phone 

785-357-4441 

Fax 

785-357-5071 

Website 

https://kslcms.org  

Facebook 

facebook.com/kslcms/   

 

Grace Lutheran Church, Ulysses 
 

Zion Lutheran Church, Vassar 

 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 

Wamego 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Waterville 

mailto:tonn.mike@yahoo.com
http://www.kslcms.org/
http://www.facebook.com/kslcms/

