Kansas District Rubric of Prayer for
Pro-Life Vigils

“I came that they may have Life.” (John 10:10b)

Prepared by the Kansas District 1.ife Coordinator for use in
Pro-Life Vigils, protests, or general sidewalk presence.

It is enconraged that the group pray the following rubric three
times in the duration of their vigil.



O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to *I- deliver me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia (Lent: Lamb of our
Salvation)

PRHARE

Psalm 3
Have mercy upon us, O Lord,
And hear my prayer.

O LoRD, how many are my foes!
Many are rising against me;
many are saying of my soul,
there is no salvation for him in God.

But you, O LORD, are a shield about me,
my glory, and the lifter of my head.

I cried aloud to the LORD,
and he answered me from his holy hill.

I lay down and slept;
I woke again, for the LORD sustained me.

I will not be afraid of many thousands of people
who have set themselves against me all around.

Arise, O LoRrD!
Save me, O my God!

For you strike all my enemies on the cheek;
you break the teeth of the wicked.

Salvation belongs to the LORD;
your blessing be on your people!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Psalm 127

Unless the LORD builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain.
Itis in vain that you rise up early
and go late to rest,
eating the bread of anxious toil;
for he gives to his beloved sleep.

Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD,
the fruit of the womb a reward.
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior
are the children of one’s youth.
Blesséd is the man
who fills his quiver with them!
He shall not be put to shame
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Psalm 128

Blesséd is everyone who fears the LORD,
who walks in his ways!

You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;
you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you.

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
within your house;

your children will be like olive shoots
around your table.

Behold, thus shall the man be blessed
who fears the LORD.

The LORD bless you from Zion!
May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life!

May you see your children’s children!
Peace be upon Israel!



Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Have mercy upon us, O Lord,
And hear my prayer.

Hymns

One or more of the following hymns may be sung

626 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe
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1 O it - tle flock, fear not the foe Who mad - ly
2 Be of good cheer; your cause be - longs To Him who
3 As true as God’s own Word is true, Not earth nor
4 A -men, Lord Je - sus, grant our prayer; Great Cap - tain,
04 . .
A > !& ] f — ] I f — —
Hey—2- g ¢ L. e T e g e —]
D) ‘ — 7
seeks  your o - ver-throw; Dread not his rage and pow’r.
can a - venge your wrongs; Leave it to Him, our Lord.
hell’s sa - tan - ic crew A - gainst us shall pre- vail.
now Thine arm make bare, Fight for us once a - gain!
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And though your cour -  age some-times faints, His seem-ing
Though hid - den yet from mor - tal eyes, His Gid - eon
Their might? A joke, a mere fa - cade! God is  with
So shall Thy saints and mar - tyrs raise A might-y
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tri - umph o’er God’s saints Lasts but a lit - tle hour.
shall for you a - rise, Up - hold you and His Word.
us and we with God: Our vic - try can-not fail
cho - rus to Thy praise For - ev - er-more. A - men.

Text and tune: Public domain

6%6 I Lay My Sins on Jesus
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11 lay my sins on Je - sus, The spot-less Lamb of God;
21 lay my wants on Je - sus; All full - ness dwells in  Him;
31 rest my soul on Je - sus, This wea-ry soul of mine;
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He bears them all and frees us From the ac - curs - ed load.
He  heals all my dis - eas - es; My soul He does re -deem.
His right hand me em - brac - es; 1 on His breast re - cline.
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I bring my guilt to Je - sus To wash my crim-son stains
I lay my griefson Je - sus, My bur-dens and my cares;
I love the name of Je - sus, Im - man-uel, Christ, the Lord;
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Clean in  His blood most pre -cious Till not a spot re - mains.
He from them all re - leas - es; He all my sor-rows shares.

Like fra-grance on the breez - es His name a-broad is poured.
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen
Text and tune: Public domain

419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee
N

A — — i — T I — T : I
s =
1 Sav - ior, when in dust to Thee Low we bow thea -
2 By Thy  help - less in - fant years, By Thy life of
3 By Thine hour of dire  de - spair, By Thine ag - o -
4 By Thy deep ex - pir - ing groan, By the sad se -
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dor - ing knee; When, re - pen - tant, to the skies
want and tears, By Thy days of deep dis - tress
ny of prayer, By the cross, the nail, the thorn,
pul - chral stone, By the vault whose dark a - bode
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Scarce we lift our weep-ing eyes; 0, by all  Thy
In the sav - age wil - der - ness, By the dread, mys -
Pierc - ing  spear, and tor - turing scorn, By the gloom that
Held in vain the ris - ing  God, O, from earth to
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pains and woe Suf-fered once for us  be - low, Bend - ing
te - rious hour Of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’'s powr, Turn, O

veiled the skies O’er the dread-ful  sac - ri - fice, Lis - ten
heav’'n re - stored, Might-y, re - as - cend-ed Lord, Bend - ing
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from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen - i - ten-tial cry!
turn a fa - v'ring eye; Hear our pen - i - ten-tial cry!
i
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to our hum - ble sigh; Hear our pen - i - ten-tial cry!
from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen -1i - ten-tial cry!

Text and tune: Public domain



664 Fight the Good Fight
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is  your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less

4 Faint not nor  fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
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strength, and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life with its way be -
mer - cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be - lieve, and
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it shall be  Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.

fore us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.
you will see  That Christ is  all e - ter - nal - ly.

Text and tune: Public domain

768 To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray
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1 To God the Ho - ly Spir - it let us pray
20 sweet - est Love, Your grace on us be - stow;
3 Tran - scen-dent Com - fort in our ev - ry need,
4 Shine in  our hearts, (0] Spir - it, pre - cious light;
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For the true faith need - ed on our way
Set our hearts with sa - cred fire a - glow
Help us nei - ther  scorn nor death to heed
Teach us Je - sus  Christ to know a - right
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That He may de-fend wus when life is end - ing And from
That with hearts u - nit - ed we love each oth - er, Ev - 'ry
That we may not fal - ter nor cour-age fail us When the
That we may a-bide in the Lord who bought us, Till to
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ex - ile home we are wend - ing. Lord, have mer - cy!
strang -er,  sis - ter, and broth - er Lord, have mer - cy!
foe shall taunt and as - sail us. Lord, have mer - cy!
our true home He has brought us. Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002140
Tune: Public domain



588 Jesus Loves Me
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1 Je - susloves me! This I know, For the Bi-ble tells me so.
2 Je - susloves me! He who died Heav-en’s gates to o - pen wide.

Lit-tle ones to Him be-long; They are weak, but He is strong.
He has washed a - way my sin, Lets His lit - tle child come in.

A Refrain .
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Yes, Je - sus loves me! Yes, Je - sus loves me!
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Yes, Je - sus loves me! The Bi - ble tells me so.
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68
Text and tune: Public domain
507 Holy, Holy, Holy
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1 Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! All the saints a - dore  Thee,
3Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide  Thee,
4 Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to Thee;
Cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a-round the glass-y sea;
Though the eye of sin - ful man Thy glo - ry may not see,
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, mer - ci - ful and might - y!
Cher - u - bim and ser - a-phim fall - ing down be - fore Thee,
On - ly Thou art ho - ly; there is none be - side Thee,
Ho -ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, mer - ci - ful and might - y!
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God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!
Which  wert and art and ev - er - more shalt be.
Per - fect in  pow'r in love, and pu - r1i - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-76
Text and tune: Public domain



657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1 A might - for - tress is our God, A sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill the land All threat’'ning to de-
4 God’s Word for -ev - er shall a - bide, No thanks to foes, who
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to - rious; He breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’s rod And wins sal -
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fightt Whom God Him-
vour us, We trem-ble not, un- moved we stand; They can - not
fear it; For God Him-self fights by our side With weap-ons
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va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe Has sworn to
self e-lect - ed. You ask who this may be? The Lord of
o - ver-powr us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage; In bat - tle
of the Spir - it. Were they to take our house, Goods, hon - or,
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work us woe. With  craft and dread - ful might He
hosts s He, Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord, God’s
we’ll en - gage. His might s doomed to  fail; God’
child, or spouse, Though life be wrenched a - way, They
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arms him - self to fightt On earth he has no e - qual.
on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic-to -  rious.
judg - ment must pre - vaill One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
can - not win the day. The King-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978

Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
Tune: Public domain

594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

no. 110000024
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1 God’s own child, I glad - ly say it I am bap-tized
2 Sin, dis - turb my soul no long-er: I am bap-tized
3 Sa - tan, hear  this proc - la - ma-tion: I am bap-tized
4 Death, you can - not end my glad-ness: 1 am bap-tized
5 There 1is noth - ing worth com-par - ing  To this life-long
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in - to Christ! He, be - cause I could not pay i,
in - to Christ! I have com - fort e - ven strong-er:
in - to Christ! Drop your ug - ly ac - cu - sa- tion,
in - to Christ! When 1 die, 1 leave all  sad - ness
com - fort sure! O - pen - eyed my grave is  star - ing:
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Gave my full re - demp - tion price. Do I need earth’s
Je - sus’ cleans-ing sac - ri - fice. Should a guilt -y
I am not so soon en-ticed. Now that to the
To in - her - it par - a-dise! Though I lie in
E - ven there I'll sleep se - cure. Though my flesh a -
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trea - sures man - y? I have one worth
con - science seize me Since my Bap - tism
font I've trav - eled, All your might has
dust and ash - es Faith’s as - sur - ance
waits its rais - ing, Still my soul con -
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more than an - y That brought me sal -
did re-lease me In a dear for -
come un - rav - eled, And, a - gainst your
bright - 1ly flash - es: Bap - tism has the
tin - ues prais - ing: I am bap -  tized
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va - tion free Last - ing to e - ter - ni - ty!
giv - ing flood, Sprin - kling me with Je - sus’ blood?
tyr - an - ny, God, my Lord, u - nites with me!
strength di - vine To make life im - mor - tal mine.
in - to Christ; I'm a child of par - a - dise!

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695-1755, alt.
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000024 Tune: Public domain

65()5 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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1 Lord, keep us stead - fast in Your Word; Curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send  peace and
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by de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your

Lord of lords a - lone; De - fend Your ho - ly Church that
u - ni -ty on eath; Sup - port us in our fi - nal
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Son And bring to  naught all He has done.
we May sing  Your praise e - ter - nal - ly
strife And lead us out of  death to life.

Text and tune: Public domain



Readings

One or more of the following may be read
A reading from John 10:7-18

Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did
not listen to them. | am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be
saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and
have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the
sheep. | am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know
me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay
down my life for the sheep. And | have other sheep that are not of
this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father
loves me, because | lay down my life that | may take it up again. No
one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have
authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again.
This charge I have received from my Father.”

O Lord have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God

A reading from 2 Chronicles 7:12-22

Then the LORD appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him: “I
have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a
house of sacrifice. When | shut up the heavens so that there is no
rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence
among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, then | will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and
heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to
the prayer that is made in this place. For now | have chosen and
consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes
and my heart will be there for all time. And as for you, if you will
walk before me as David your father walked, doing according to all
that | have commanded you and keeping my statutes and my rules,
then I will establish your royal throne, as | covenanted with David
your father, saying, “You shall not lack a man to rule Israel.’



“But if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my
commandments that | have set before you, and go and serve other
gods and worship them, then I will pluck you up from my land that I
have given you, and this house that | have consecrated for my name,
I will cast out of my sight, and | will make it a proverb and a
byword among all peoples. And at this house, which was exalted,
everyone passing by will be astonished and say, ‘Why has the LORD
done thus to this land and to this house?’ Then they will say,
‘Because they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers who
brought them out of the land of Egypt and laid hold on other gods
and worshiped them and served them. Therefore he has brought all
this disaster on them.””

O Lord have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God

A reading from Matthew 13:1-17

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.
And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and
sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told
them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow.
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came
and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they
did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they
had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on
good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear.”

Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to
them in parables?” And he answered them, “To you it has been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it
has not been given. For to the one who has, more will be given, and
he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what
he has will be taken away. This is why | speak to them in parables,
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do
they understand. Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is
fulfilled that says:

““You will indeed hear but never understand,
and you will indeed see but never perceive.
For this people’s heart has grown dull,
and with their ears they can barely hear,
and their eyes they have closed,
lest they should see with their eyes



and hear with their ears
and understand with their heart
and turn, and I would heal them.’

But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear.
Truly, | say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to
see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and
did not hear it.

O Lord have mercy upon us

Thanks be to God

A reading from James 1:2-18; 22-27

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various
kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may
be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let
him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a
wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that
person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the
Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his
humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away.
For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its
flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade
away in the midst of his pursuits.

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he
has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love him. Let no one say when he is
tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted
with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it
has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown
brings forth death.

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of
his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he
is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For
he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was



like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he
will be blessed in his doing.

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. Religion that
is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans
and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from
the world.

O Lord have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God

A reading from Leviticus 18:1-5; 21; 26-30

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of
Israel and say to them, | am the LORD your God. You shall not do as
they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do
as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You
shall not walk in their statutes. You shall follow my rules and keep
my statutes and walk in them. | am the LORD your God. You shall
therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he
shall live by them: | am the LORD.

You shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech,
and so profane the name of your God: | am the LORD.

But you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these
abominations, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among
you (for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of
these abominations, so that the land became unclean), lest the land
vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the
nation that was before you. For everyone who does any of these
abominations, the persons who do them shall be cut off from among
their people. So keep my charge never to practice any of these
abominable customs that were practiced before you, and never to
make yourselves unclean by them: | am the LORD your God.”

O Lord have mercy upon us

Thanks be to God

A reading from Ezekiel 33:1-11; 17-20

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, speak to your
people and say to them, If | bring the sword upon a land, and the
people of the land take a man from among them, and make him
their watchman, and if he sees the sword coming upon the land and
blows the trumpet and warns the people, then if anyone who hears
the sound of the trumpet does not take warning, and the sword



comes and takes him away, his blood shall be upon his own head.
He heard the sound of the trumpet and did not take warning; his
blood shall be upon himself. But if he had taken warning, he would
have saved his life. But if the watchman sees the sword coming and
does not blow the trumpet, so that the people are not warned, and
the sword comes and takes any one of them, that person is taken
away in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at the watchman’s
hand.

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of
Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give
them warning from me. If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn
from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall
die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.

“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you
said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot
away because of them. How then can we live?’ Say to them, As |
live, declares the Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back,
turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is
their own way that is not just. When the righteous turns from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. And when the
wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right,
he shall live by them. Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’
O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.”
O Lord have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God

A reading from lIsaiah 44:1-2; 5-8

“But now hear, O Jacob my servant,
Israel whom | have chosen!
Thus says the LORD who made you,
who formed you from the womb and will help you:
Fear not, O Jacob my servant,
This one will say, ‘I am the LORD’s,’
another will call on the name of Jacob,
and another will write on his hand, ‘The LORD’s,’
and name himself by the name of Israel.”



Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
“I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and set it before me,
since | appointed an ancient people.
Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.
Fear not, nor be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses!
Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.”

O Lord have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God

A reading from 1 Peter 1:3-9; 13-23

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept
in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you
rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love
him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you
at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be
conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is
written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on him
as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds,
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,
knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited
from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb



without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation
of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake,
who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,
since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;

O Lord have mercy upon us
Thanks be to God

A reading from Matthew 5:2-16; 43-48

Jesus said

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of
God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything
except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on
a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

“You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your
Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you
love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even



the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers,
what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do
the same? You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.

O Lord have mercy upon us

Thanks be to God

The Pastor may preach a brief homily
If no pastor is present, a brief meditation may be read

—
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O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.

Be gracious to us.

Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil
death;

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from
sedition and from rebellion;

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and
water; and from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy
nativity;

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and
bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious
death and burial;
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By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the
coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in
the hour of death; and in the day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all
pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge
and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain
them in holy living;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring
into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers
into Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your
grace and Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and
to comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land
from discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in
every time of need;

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless
and protect our magistrates and all our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and
tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel,

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with unborn
and infant children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to
defend all orphans and widows and unborn and provide for
them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to
free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn
their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of
the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
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have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father
who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
asitis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

O Lord, enter not into judgment with Your servant.
For in Your sight shall no man living be justified.

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many
dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant
strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us
through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Spare us, O Lord, and mercifully forgive us our sins. Though
by our continual transgressions we have merited Your
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chastisements, be gracious to us. Grant that all these
punishments which we have deserved may not come upon us,
but that all things may work to our everlasting good; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death
of a sinner, but rather that we turn from our evil ways and live.
Graciously spare us those punishments which we by our sins
have deserved, and grant us always to serve You in holiness
and pureness of living; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless us I+ and keep us.

Amen.
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