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Faith at Work in the Kansas District 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 

Marriage Enrichment     7 

Marriage enrichment seminars, 

coming this summer and fall 

 

LLL/LHM at State Fair     13 

Volunteers are needed to help 

with the LLL/LHM booth at the 

State Fair, Sept. 6-15 

The first annual Faith at Work service 

projects were a great success! There 

were 57 projects registered, and 

over 2,000 participants involved! 
 

Faith at Work is an annual District-

wide service event where groups of 

all ages and skill sets find needs 

within their local communities to 

serve friends and neighbors in the 

name of Jesus Christ. The Kansas  

District invites congregations, 

schools, and RSOs to save the date 

for Faith at Work in April 2025! 
 

Crew Leaders: Please complete an 

online Evaluation Form pertaining 

to your 2024 Faith at Work projects. 

You can find the evaluation at the 

link above, or visit https://

kslcms.org/faith-at-work to fill out 

the evaluation. 

The Our Redeemer, Hutchinson Faith at 

Work service project was planting flowers 

on Main Street. 

The Immanuel, Lawrence Faith at Work service project took place at Haskell Light and included 

painting a back fence, trimming bushes, clearing weeds, and bagging up mulch. 

The Immanuel, 

Lakin Faith at 

Work service  

project was 

painting hand-

rails at the 

Kearny County 

Courthouse. 

https://forms.gle/YerzYBN92JXpQD1H7
https://kslcms.org/caring-ministry/faith-at-work/
https://kslcms.org/caring-ministry/faith-at-work/
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PRESIDENTôS OFFICE 

There is an old quip that goes 

something like this: in the begin-

ning God created man, and ever 

since man has been returning the 

favor. There is some truth to this. 

We are tempted to fashion God 

after ourselves, to have a god that 

suits us. 

Time and time again we identify 

the problem and then craft God 

into the solution. We are tired and 

unsuccessful, so Joel Osteen and 

countless others tell us about a 

god who will make our dreams 

come true and give us our best life 

now. I think much of the preaching 

in the church assumes that our big-

gest problem is not having mean-

ing in our lives. So, a god is 

preached who gives our lives 

meaning, who makes us part of 

something bigger than ourselves. 

Or, it is assumed that our biggest 

problem is alienation, so it is 

preached that we are in a personal 

relationship with a god who will 

make everything better. 

These ideas are not what is taught 

in the Scriptures. Instead of promis-

ing us success, the Lord Jesus 

promises us trouble; 

Instead of talking about giving 

meaning to our lives, the Scriptures 

talk of humility and service; òSo 

you also, when you have done all 

that you were commanded, say, 

ôWe are unworthy servants; we 

have only done what was our  

duty.õó (Luke 17:10) 

For anyone struggling with answers 

or meaning-to-life questions, we 

point them to Jesus. As Christians 

we possess the hope and certainty 

that the Lord has our lives in His 

hands. He loves, protects and for-

gives us, and has prepared a place 

for us in the life to come. Vocation 

lifts our eyes to our neighbor. Hope 

lifts our eyes to Jesus, the cross, His 

promises and the forgiveness of 

sins delivered to us in Word and 

Sacrament.  

The Scriptures talk of us being unit-

ed with Christ and being one with 

Him. He is the head, we are the 

body. He is the vine, we are the 

branches. He is the Groom, and we 

the Bride. Christ is in us, and we are 

in Christ. 

The Father sends the Son to bear 

the sin of humanity and Godõs own 

wrath for us. On the cross we see 

Godõs love for us. God suffers, 

bleeds and dies for us. God Himself 

is the solution to our problems. He 

is our Savior, Redeemer, Creator, 

Justifier and Sanctifier. He is love, 

and His love is your hope and life, 

now and forever.  

So, what do the baptized do in re-

sponse? In joyful obedience, we 

show that love to our neighbor 

through our words and deeds. We 

talk of the Savior who has died and 

rose for us. We extend an invitation 

to our neighbor to attend church.  

In doing these things, others may 

possess the same forgiveness, 

hope, peace, joy and eternal life 

that is ours right now! 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 

his judgments and how inscrutable his 

ways! F̄or who has known the mind of the 

Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or 

who has given a gift to him that he might be 

repaid?° For from him and through him and 

to him are all things. To him be glory forev-

er. Amen. (Romans 11:33-36) 

 

June Devotion 

Rev. Justin Panzer   District President 

 

 

Īn the world you will have trib-

ulation. But take heart; I have 

overcome the world.° (John 

16:33b) 

Īf anyone would come after 

me, let him deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow 

me.° (Matt. 16:24) 

B̄lessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness® 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.° (Matt. 5:10) 

& Monthly Devotion 

Y Pastoral Installations 

´ Worker / Congregation Resources 

! Announcements and Reminders 
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PRESIDENTôS OFFICE 
 

Out and About 

in Kansas 
 

 

 

President Panzerõs 

June Travel Schedule 
 

June 2 Installation of 

Rev. Jacob 

Mueller at 

Hope (Shawnee) 

June 23 Preaching at 

Christ 

(Manhattan) 

June 23 Ordination / 

Installation of 

Matthew Goltl 

at Risen Savior 

(Wichita) 

June 29 Ordination of 

Josiah Schultz 

at Beautiful 

Savior (Olathe) 

Donõt Forget! District Convention Forms  
Congregations and Church Workers:     

The District Convention letters and instruc-

tions were mailed to congregations in May, 

containing information about the 2025 Dis-

trict Convention which will be held June 5-

6, 2025, at the Tonyõs Pizza Event Center 

(TPEC) in Salina. The theme for the 2025 

Convention will be òAbiding in the Wordó 

based on John 8:31-32. 

The mailing included a cover letter listing 

important dates and instructions for Call for 

Nominations, Delegate Reporting, Nomi-

nee Acceptance and Biography/Profiles, 

District Reports, and Overtures. The mailing 

also contained the assessment for each in-

dividual Kansas District congregation. 

Please note, new for this Convention, forms 

are digital, fillable PDFs found on the 2025 

District Convention page on the District 

website at kslcms.org/2025-convention.  

Please fill out the forms online, download 

and email to the District Convention email, 

ksdconvention@kslcms.org. Sign any re-

quired forms and mail them to the District 

Office (1000 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS 

66604-1104).  

If you have convention-related questions, 

please also use the email address listed 

above. 

§ November 30, 2024: All nomination 

and delegate forms are due to the 

Kansas District Secretary. Timely    

submission will facilitate nominee  

acceptance and floor committee    

selection. 

§ April 4-5, 2025: Floor committees will 

meet to discuss assigned overtures. 

Upcoming Convention Dates 

Rev. Jacob Mueller was installed as pastor of Hope Luther-

an Church and School, Shawnee, on June 2. From left, (front 

row) Revs. Justin Panzer, Jacob Mueller, Timothy Mueller; 

(middle) Revs. Sean Baker, John Fries, Andy Keltner, Roger 

Schepmann, Dr. Edward Kettner, Dr. Scott Holder; (back) 

Revs. Philip Cook, Christian Schultz, Thomas Harries, Dr. 

Mark Schulz, Joel Schultz and Luke Jacob. 

In a new Concordia Seminary Lay Bible Institute on the 

Book of Psalms, workshop participants will consider 

how the psalterõs arrangement contributes to the 

Psalmõs rich picture of Christ. òThe Book of Psalms and 

the Christó is set for Saturday, August 3 and led by 

Rev. Dr. Adam Hensley, associate professor of Exeget-

ical Theology. 

During the one-day workshop on the Seminary campus, 

Dr. Hensley will demonstrate how The Lutheran Church

ðMissouri Synod Three-Year Lectionaryõs series of read-

ings for each Sunday connect and illustrate the princi-

ple of Scripture interpreting Scripture.  

The registration deadline is July 22. Cost is $20 per per-

son, or $35 with lunch.  

For more information and to register, visit csl.edu/lbi 

or contact Continuing Education at 314-505-7286 or 

ce@csl.edu.  

 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis: Lay Bible     

Institute òThe Book of Psalms and the Christó 

https://kslcms.org/presidents-office/2025-convention/
mailto:ksdconvention@kslcms.org
https://www.csl.edu/resources/continuing-education/lay-bible-institute/
mailto:ce@csl.edu
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CALLS & VACANCIES 
PASTORAL CALLS 

 

Rev. Keith Emshoff, St. Paul®s, Ellsworth to Holy Trinity, Grandview, 

MO ² accepted 

Rev. Keith Emshoff, St. Paul®s, Ellsworth to Our Savior, Newton, IA ² 

declined 

Rev. Jacob Heine, Faith, Topeka to Trinity, Monroe, LA ² pending 

Rev. Eddie Hosch, Messiah, Emporia to Emmanuel, Maui, HI ²        

accepted 

Rev. Brendon Moore, Grace, Winter Haven, FL to Ascension, Wichita 

(associate) ² accepted 

Rev. Iromar Schreiber, Hope, Republic, MO to St. Paul, Leavenworth 

(associate) ² declined 

Rev. Erik Sorenson, St. Peter, Columbus, IN to Risen Savior, Basehor 

(associate) ² pending 

§ Grace Lutheran, Strong 

City ð June 3 
 

§ Ascension Lutheran, Pratt 

ð June 10 

§ Trinity Lutheran, Wichita 

ð June 17 
 

§ Trinity Lutheran, Salina ð 

June 24 

JUNE PRAYER REQUESTS 

§ Kevin Adams 

§ Rev. Richard Andrus 

§ Gideon Franson 

§ Rev. David Kahle 

§ Rev. Jim Mayes 

§ Carrie Meyers 

Those grieving the loss of loved ones 

§ Family and friends of Melody Maki, daughter of Rev. Paul and 
Michelle Tessaro. Melody entered her heavenly rest May 31, 2024. 

§ Family and friends of Helen Christensen, mother of Kristina 
Schmidt (Rev. Michael Schmidt, St. Lukeõs, Manhattan). Helen  
entered her heavenly rest May 9, 2024. 

§ Family and friends of Rev. Darrell Matthews, emeritus pastor. 
Rev. Matthews entered his heavenly rest May 7, 2024. 

§ Family and friends of Rev. Richard Boyer, emeritus pastor  of 
Faith, Derby. Rev. Boyer entered his heavenly rest April 17, 2024. 

§ Family and friends of Barbara Kjergaard, sister of Arleata    
Harmon. Barbara entered her heavenly rest April 6, 2024. 

§ Family and friends of Rev. Gene Holtorf, emeritus pastor of St. 
John, Palmer. Rev. Holtorf entered his heavenly rest April 2, 2024. 

 

Those experiencing recent / ongoing health issues 

CONGREGATIONS CALLING A COMMISSIONED MINISTER 
 

Fairmount Ministries (Commissioned Minister) 

Independence, Zion (EC Teacher) 

Leavenworth, St. Paul (Teacher) 

Marysville, Good Shepherd Association (Kindergarten Teacher) 

Shawnee, Hope (Teacher) 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CALLS 
 

Principal David Birnbaum, First, Ponca City, OK to Trinity, Atchison ² 

accepted, installation Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024 

Sarah Eckhoff, Hope, Shawnee to Martin Luther Academy, Kansas City, 

MO ² accepted 

Deaconess Candidate Claire Gerrard (CTSFW) to Trinity, Garden City 

² commissioning / installation pending 

Amy Goltl, Immanuel, Olivette, MO to Holy Cross, Wichita ² accepted, 

installation Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024 

Deaconess Candidate Ashley Nelson (CSL) to Leavenworth, St. Paul ² 

commissioning / installation Sunday, July 14, 2024, at 10 a.m. 

Principal Eric Pralle, Zion, Independence to First, Ponca City, OK ²    

declined 

CONGREGATIONS CALLING or PREPARING TO 

CALL A FULL-TIME PASTOR 
 

Atchison, Trinity (associate) 

Basehor, Risen Savior (associate) 

Clay Center, St. Paul (associate) 

Hays, Messiah (sole) 

Hanover, Trinity (sole) 

Leavenworth, St. Paul (associate) 

Medicine Lodge, Trinity & St. John, Nashville (sole) 

Mission/Shawnee, Trinity (associate) 

Wichita, St. Andrews (sole) 

 

Congrega-

tions / Schools 

Facebook 

Prayer List 

Those celebrating the gift of new life 

§ Rachel and Adam Goodpasture (son Caleb Mark, April 26). 

§ Rev. Ian and Hannah Kinney (daughter Seraphina Anne, April 
24). 

§ Rev. Sean and Molly Baker (daughter Lucy Joy, April 15). 

PENDING ORDINATIONS / INSTALLATIONS 
 

 

Candidate Trey Doak (CLTS, St. Catharines, Canada) to Immanuel, 

Hoxie & Immanuel, Oakley (sole) ² ordination / installation pending 

Candidate Matthew Goltl (CSL) to Risen Savior, Wichita (associate) 

² ordination / installation Sunday, June 23, 2024  

Candidate Joseph Goodroad (CTSFW) to Grace, Iola (sole) ²      

installation Saturday, July 20, 2024, at 10:30 a.m. 

Rev. Randy Jahnke, Holy Cross, Dodge City to Bethlehem, Green-

leaf & St. Peter®s, Barnes ² accepted, installation Sunday, June 30, 

2024 

SMP Vicar Frank Johnson to Zion, Hillsboro ² ordination / installa-

tion Sunday, July 14, 2024, at 6 p.m. 

Candidate John Kastner (CTSFW) to Beautiful Savior, Olathe 

(associate) ² ordination / installation Sunday, July 21, 2024 

SMP Vicar Jeff Lane to Faith, Topeka ² ordination / installation 

Sunday, August 11, 2024, at 3:30 p.m. 

Rev. Anthony Masinelli, Grace, Sandy, UT to St. Paul®s, Cheney ² 

accepted, installation Saturday, June 15, 2024, at 3 p.m. 

Candidate Nathan Nelson (CSL) to Trinity, Leavenworth (associate) 

² ordination / installation Sunday, July 14, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. 

Rev. Sherman Stenson, Austin, TX to Zion, Downs ² accepted, 

installation pending 

Candidate Christopher Warneke (CTSFW) to Redeemer, Arkansas 

City (sole) & Trinity, WinĜeld (assisting capacity) ² ordination /     

installation Sunday, July 7, 2024, at 3:30 p.m. 
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MISSIONS & STEWARDSHIP 
I Campus Ministry 

Y Church Planting 

´ Deaf Ministry 

! Planned Giving 

Thanks be to God for 

a wonderful school 

year! All across Kansas, 

many of our young 

people attended wor-

ship services and 

weekly college student 

gatherings for Bible 

Ministry to College Students  

Rev. Mark Boxman 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 

Senior Pastor at Trinity, Salina 

study and fellowship. We ap-

preciate all who dedicated their 

time and energy to welcoming 

and teaching these precious 

young adults. Your labor in the 

Lord is not in vain.  

Itõs time to prepare for the 

fall! If you have not organized a 

college ministry group before 

and need ideas, please give me 

a call at 620-441-8341. While I 

myself continue to learn about 

campus ministry, I do have 20 

years of experience that in-

cludes starting school years 

with no returning students.  

I also encourage those interested 

in campus ministry to view the 

video on the Campus Ministry 

webpage, found on the Kansas 

District website:  

https://kslcms.org/campus-

ministry.  

 

 

We Pray: Lord of the 

Church, we thank 

You for every young 

adult who attended 

campus ministry 

events this past 

year. Strengthen 

and preserve in the 

true faith those who 

now move on to the 

next chapter of their 

lives. Draw them into 

a faithful church 

where they now live 

that they may contin-

ue to grow in faith 

and faithful service 

to You. In Jesus® 

Name, Amen. 

Revs. Joel Hiesterman, David 

Gruoner and Dean Christ 

(pictured above left to right, with 

President Panzer) are available to 

give presentations at Mission 

Festivals and/or Mission Sun-

days about the mission work 

being accomplished in the 

Kansas District, as well as the 

work in Guinea and West Afri-

ca. 

 

Congregations interested in having a 

Mission Advocate give a presentation 

should contact Janet Powell at the 

District OfĜce, janet@kslcms.org or 

785-357-4441, ext. 2001. 

KANSAS DISTRICT  

MISSION ADVOCATES 

Blessings at Ascension in Pratt! 
Ascension Lutheran Church in 

Pratt welcomed 45 new 

members into the congrega-

tion on Sunday, May 19. 

Ascension, Pratt was planted 

by the Kansas District six 

years ago, and the new 

building was renovated and 

dedicated last year. Bill 

Bergner, a member of Ascen-

sion from the very start, said 

after the worship service, 

òThis is amazing! We just  

welcomed more people than 

we started with!ó 

òItõs truly humbling to be a 

part of such a vibrant and fun 

ministry,ó stated Rev. Mat-

thew Schultz, pastor of     

Ascension. òThe people of 

Ascension are truly amazing 

and are being used by God to 

make something special here 

in Pratt.ó  

òWe just finished renovating 

the building,ó Pastor Schultz 

continued. òWe havenõt quite 

finished the basement yet, 

and we are already running 

out of room! But what an 

awesome challenge to have!ó 

We pray for Godõs continued 

blessings on Ascension and 

for all the congregations in 

the Kansas District, as we 

work together to proclaim 

the Good News and connect 

people to the love of God in 

Jesus Christ! 

https://kslcms.org/missions/campus-ministry/
https://kslcms.org/missions/campus-ministry/
mailto:janet@kslcms.org
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MISSIONS & STEWARDSHIP 

The Jesus Signs Immer-

sion Workshop is for 

those interested in learn-

ing more about sign lan-

guage, as well as learning 

religious signing skills.  

The Jesus Signs Work-

shops are designed to 

teach religious signing 

(beginner, intermediate, or 

advanced), provide re-

sources for teaching and 

training, ongoing support 

and resources to use in 

your specific area, and 

A good gift plan within oneõs es-

tate plan can help manage taxa-

tion. For an extended period, 

Federal Estate Taxation exemp-

tions (how much is exempt from 

Federal Estate Tax) have been 

high. In 2024 it is set at $13.6 

million per person, or $27.2 mil-

lion per couple. For most of us 

that is not a concern. However, 

some states have estate or inher-

itance taxes. In addition, retire-

ment plans like annuities, IRAsõ or 

401(K)õs can be loaded with in-

come tax liability. If you are plan-

ning on making a charitable gift 

Planned Giving 

Visit the 2024 Jesus Signs Immersion Workshop 

page on the Deaf Outreach website at: 

https://www.immersion2024.deafoutreach.org/home  

for more information and to register.  

to your favorite ministry from your 

estate, you want to make sure you 

use the right asset to reduce this 

liability.  

If you would like your congregation 

to learn more about gift planning, 

please call 785-357-4441 or email 

heather@kslcms.org to schedule a 

Planned Giving presentation.     

Business Manager Heather       

Williams or LCEF DVP Jeffrey 

Maltz will visit your congregation 

during Bible class, after church or 

during a potluck or other fellowship 

event. 

 

Out and About 

in Kansas 
 

 

 

Rev. Daniel Gramsõ 

June Travel Schedule 

 

 

June 10-14 LCMS 

 Schools 

 Ministry 

 meetings 

 (St. Louis, 

 Mo.) 

 

June 16 Light of the 

World         

(De Soto) 

 

 

Heather Williams, Kansas District Business Man-

ager, shares a Planned Giving presentation at the 

Older Adult Ministry event. 

Jesus Signs Immersion 

Workshop, July 22-26 

sharing ideas on reach-

ing out to the deaf 

community.  

All are welcome to    

attend this workshop, 

including those who are 

deaf, have a hearing 

disability, and all levels 

of signers from begin-

ners to advanced.  

The Jesus Signs Immer-

sion Workshop will take 

place July 22-26 at   

Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in St. Charles, 

Mo. (115 S. Sixth Street, 

St. Charles, MO 63301).  

Registration is $200, 

and scholarships and 

CEU credits are availa-

ble. Breakfast, lunch and 

dinner will be provided, 

and participants are 

asked to bring snacks to 

share during break time.  

 

https://www.immersion2024.deafoutreach.org/home
mailto:heather@kslcms.org
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EDUCATION & YOUTH 

 

Out and About 

in Kansas 
 

 

 

Jim Bradshawõs June 

Travel Schedule 

 

 

June 5-6 LAKC         

Retreat 

(Concordia, 

Mo.) 

 

June 30 DCE Celebra-

tion (Trinity, 

Mission     

Campus) 

& Kansas District Schools 

Y Parish Education 

4 Education Resources 

´ Youth Ministry 

 If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Philip Hoppe, pastor of Trinity, Colby, 

at pastor@ihoppe.com or at the Trinity church ofĜce phone number 785-462-3497. 

Claire Gerrard (CTSFW) 

is the deaconess candi-

date to Trinity, Garden 

City. 

Concordia Acade-

my-Wichita cele-

brated their Ĝrst 

graduate on Satur-

day, May 18. Ella 

Filipek is the 

daughter of Rev. 

Aaron and Amy 

Filipek of Trinity, 

Wichita. As part   

of her graduation 

requirements, Ella 

presented and de-

fended her senior 

thesis, H̄ow Epic 

Literature Points to 

Christ.° 

mailto:pastor@ihoppe.com
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EDUCATION & YOUTH 

Produced by the 

Kansas District 

Parish Education Committee, this free resource gives con-

gregation members a short form for devotions, readings, 

hymns, prayers, and parts of the Small Catechism. Visit 

https://kslcms.org/cap to access the devotions.  

Congregation at Prayer 

 The òGive for 

Youthó opportuni-

ty serves the purpose of allowing congregations and 

individuals to support the youth ministries of the 

LCMS Kansas District in a financial way. This fund   

assists young people by reducing the cost of District-

sponsored youth ministry events  

(Note: this does not include the LCMS Youth Gathering and 

Higher Things because they are national events.) 

GIVE FOR YOUTH 
 

Financial gifts can be sent to the LCMS Kansas District 

Office (Attn: Business Office, 1000 SW 10th Ave., Tope-

ka, KS 66604-1104). Please earmark òGive for Youth.ó 

Gifts can also be made electronically through the 

òDonateó red button found on the Youth Ministry 

page of the District website.  

If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Daniel 

Grams at daniel@kslcms.org. 

Fall Confirmation Retreat The 2024 Kansas 

District Youth Gath-

ering (KDYG) for 

high school-aged youth will be held November 15-17, at 

Rock Springs 4-H Ranch located south of Junction City 

(1168 Highway K157, Junction City, KS 66441).  

Visit the KDYG page on the District website https://

kslcms.org/kdyg for more information to come. If you 

have any questions, please contact DCE Amanda Adams 

(Christ, Topeka) at dceadams@christlcms.org. 

The LCMS Youth Gathering is 

July 19-23, 2025, in New Orle-

ans, La. The theme is òEndureó 

based on Hebrews 12:1-3.  

Visit  https://

www.lcmsgathering.com for 

more information! 

2025 LCMS Youth Gathering, July 19-23 

Save the Date!  
The 2024 Fall Confirma-

tion Retreat for 5th-8th 

grade youth will be held 

October 4-5, at Rock 

Springs 4-H Ranch locat-

ed south of Junction City 

(1168 Highway K157, 

Junction City, KS 66441).  

This yearõs Confirmation 

Retreat theme will be 

òThe Lordõs Prayer.ó  

Visit the Confirmation    

Retreat page on the     

District website at 

https://kslcms.org/

confirmation-retreat for 

more information to 

come.  

If you have questions, 

please contact Rev. 

Christian Schultz (First, 

Paola) at                     

pastor@Ĝrstlutheran-

paola.org.  

The Kansas District Coordi-

nators are Debbie Dennett 

(Trinity, Winfield) and    

Karen Thurnau (Risen  

Savior, Wichita). They will 

coordinate buses from 

Kansas, plan a service   

project, and order district  

T-shirts. There are prelimi-

nary plans for a Kansas Dis-

trict event on July 18, with 

more details to come.  

If you have any questions 

about the Gathering or if 

you are a first-time leader 

and want more infor-

mation, send an email to 

Debbie and Karen at     

nygksdistrict@gmail.com. 

This summer there will be 

a National Lutheran Youth 

Workers Conference 

(NATIONAL24) scheduled 

for July 21-24 at the Astor 

Crowne Plaza in the French 

Quarter of New Orleans, 

La. NATIONAL24 is a stand

-alone conference for 

youth ministry workers 

that provides opportuni-

ties for learning and    

networking. This yearõs 

conference also gives   

attendees the chance to 

prepare for the 2025 

LCMS.  

Registrants are currently 

being waitlisted. To get on 

the waiting list, visit 

https://

www.lcmsgathering.com

/national24.  

https://kslcms.org/education-youth/parish-education/cap/
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/
mailto:daniel@kslcms.org
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/kdyg/
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/kdyg/
mailto:dceadams@christlcms.org
https://www.lcmsgathering.com
https://www.lcmsgathering.com
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/confirmation-retreat/
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/confirmation-retreat/
mailto:Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org
mailto:Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org
mailto:nygksdistrict@gmail.com
https://www.lcmsgathering.com/national24
https://www.lcmsgathering.com/national24
https://www.lcmsgathering.com/national24
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CARING MINISTRY 

Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) News 

Donna Williams 

Disaster Response Coordinator 

ksddrc@gmail.com  

Upcoming LERT Events: 
 

§ LERT Basic Training 

 Christ Lutheran Church 

(11720 Neiman Rd., Over-

land Park, KS 66210) 

Registration is $30. Watch 

for the registration link at 

lcms-lert.org.  

Contact is Rick Johnson,        

ricksjohnson@sbcglobal.net. 

Help Wanted! LERT team 

members who are inter-

ested in expanding their 

involvement in LERT Dis-

aster Response specific 

roles.  

§ Sept. 7, 8 a.m.-noon: 

Train the Trainer: 

Kansas District LERT 

Training (LERT site 

assessments volun-

teers) 

 King of Kings Lutheran 

Church (306 E. Madi-

son St., Gardner, KS 

66030) 

Registration is FREE! 

Lunch is included. Watch 

for the registration link at 

lcms-lert.org. 

The purpose of this event 

is to add more LERT train-

ers to the team. If you have 

completed Basic LERT 

training and would like to 

be involved in equipping 

others to respond to disas-

ters, please register to at-

tend this event! 

§ Sept. 7, 12-5 p.m. 

 King of Kings Lutheran 

Church (306 E. Madison 

St., Gardner, KS 66030) 

Registration is FREE! Lunch 

is included. Watch for the 

registration link at lcms-

lert.org. 

The purpose of this event 

is to build a team of volun-

teers trained in assess-

ments. Volunteers must 

have completed the Basic 

LERT class. If you are inter-

ested in being a part of the 

Assessment Team, please 

register for this event! 

Watch your email for your 

congregationõs LERT Team 

Rosters. Please return 

them by June 30.  

Contact Donna Williams 

for more information, 

ksddrc@gmail.com.  

 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is 

excited to launch the first cycle of the 

Sabbatical Scholarship Program. This 

promotes a sabbatical leave for rest and 

renewal to support the long-term wellness 

of ministry leaders and congregations.  

Four scholarships of up to $5,000 will be 

awarded to selected LCMS church workers 

and ministries who are planning a sabbati-

cal experience.  

Visit https://lcef.org/grace-place-

wellness-sabbatical-scholarship to  

complete an application. The deadline for 

applications is Oct. 31, 2024. 

 

LCEF Ministry Sabbatical  
 

Scholarships 

 

 

ú LERT / Disaster Response 

´ Older Adult Ministry 

P Church Worker Wellness 

 

Find us at:  
 

kslcms.org/disaster-
response  
 

lcms-lert.org 
 
 

Facebook:  
 

LERT Kansas District 

Register and Ĝnd a schedule on the homepage of the District 

website, https://kslcms.org. Registration is open until July 8. 

The 2024 Saints Alive After 55 (SAA55) Conference will be held 
July 21-22 at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Salina (111 W. 
Magnolia Rd., Salina, KS 67401). The event will be 7-9 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 21, and 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. on Monday, July 22. 
 

The theme for the conference is òWhatõs Love Got to Do with Itó 
based on Matthew 22:36-39. The keynote speaker is Rev. Cliff 
Winter, emeritus pastor. The Bible study leader is Rev. Mark 
Boxman, senior pastor at Trinity, Salina.  

SAINTS 
ALIVE 
AFTER 
55 

mailto:ksddrc@gmail.com
https://www.lcms-lert.org/agency/detail/?agency_id=119491
mailto:ricksjohnson@sbcglobal.net
https://www.lcms-lert.org/agency/detail/?agency_id=119491
https://www.lcms-lert.org/agency/detail/?agency_id=119491
https://www.lcms-lert.org/agency/detail/?agency_id=119491
mailto:ksddrc@gmail.com
https://lcef.org/grace-place-wellness-sabbatical-scholarship/
https://lcef.org/grace-place-wellness-sabbatical-scholarship/
https://kslcms.org/caring-ministry/disaster-response/
https://kslcms.org/caring-ministry/disaster-response/
https://www.lcms-lert.org/agency/detail/?agency_id=119491
https://www.facebook.com/LERTKansasDistrict/
https://kslcms.org/
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BUSINESS OFFICE 
4 Kansas District Resources 

´ Congregational Treasurers Workshops 

! Announcements and Reminders 

 

Workshop Dates 

and Locations 

Starting in July, there will 

be District workshops of-

fered that provide simple, 

straightforward help relat-

ing to clergy tax and 

church treasurer issues. 

The presenters will be  

District Business Manag-

er Heather Williams and 

LCEF District Vice Presi-

dent Jeffrey Maltz.     

Participants will also hear 

from Concordia Plan Ser-

vices and meet fellow 

servants from their specific 

church region. A free 

lunch will be provided, 

sponsored by the Lutheran 

Church Extension Fund.  

Some of the topics that 

will be covered at the 

workshops include a re-

view of the Congregation-

al Treasurers Manual, bor-

rowing and investment 

options through LCEF,   

narrative budgets, salary 

guidelines, board govern-

ance, internal control, 

planned giving, clergy  

taxes, document retention, 

employer resources, and 

employees vs. contrac-

tors.  

These workshops are 

geared towards new and 

returning congregational 

treasurers, bookkeepers, 

financial secretaries, office 

managers, stewardship 

leaders, pastors, church 

members and/or staff 

who have financial or ad-

ministrative responsibili-

ties.  

 

This is a reminder to please include a remit-

tance voucher with any check that is submit-

ted to the Kansas District office in Topeka. 

This is to ensure that the money is credited 

properly.  

Remittance vouchers are available on the 

District website under the òBusiness Office, 

District Resourcesó section: https://

kslcms.org/district-resources.  

You can also access a remittance voucher by 

clicking the link provided here.  

Remittance Vouchers Kansas Secretary of State: 
Annual Report Filing Frequency Changed 

 

Good news! The Kansas Secretary of State has changed 

the filing frequency for business annual reports from an-

nually to biannually.  

Churches and schools incorporated in Kansas will now be 

required to file Form INP every two years. Filing years will 

be determined by formation documents on file with the 

Kansas Secretary of State. If a ministry was formed in an 

even year, they will file every even year. If a ministry was 

formed in an odd year, they will file every odd year.  

Please visit https://www.sos.ks.gov/businesses/

information-reports.html for more information. 

 

Congregational Treasurers Workshops 

 

§ July 13 - Faith, Derby 

(Region III) 

§ August 24 - Messiah, Hays 

(Region IV) 

§ Sept. 21 - St. Paul, Clay 

Center (Region II) 

§ Oct. 12 - Kansas District 

OfĜce, Topeka (Region I) 

Register here for the workshops. For questions, please 

call 785-357-4441 or email heather@kslcms.org.  

https://kslcms.org/business-office/district-resources/
https://kslcms.org/business-office/district-resources/
https://kslcms.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/REVISED-Remittance_Voucher_Form_Front.pdf
https://www.sos.ks.gov/businesses/information-reports.html
https://www.sos.ks.gov/businesses/information-reports.html
https://forms.gle/6nGTE5PrkxUrn8zQ8
mailto:heather@kslcms.org
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Come enjoy an excit-

ing day at St. Paulõs 

Lutheran in Junction 

City for their annual 

Hog Roast on Satur-

day, June 15. The 

festivities will begin at 

10:30 a.m. with the dedication of a new 30 

foot cross, followed by the Church Ladies 

performing from 11-11:45 a.m. There will 

also be a pie auction at noon. If you have 

any questions please call Lynn at 785-482-

3213. 

Annual Hog 

Roast! 

St. Paulõs Lutheran 

Church (9719 Clarkõs 

Creek Road, Junction City, 

KS 66441) 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 

DISTRICT MEETINGS & EVENTS 

JUNE 
 

June 2-7 LVR Summer 

Camp (Woodland 

Park, Colo.) 

June 5-6 LAKC Principal®s 

Retreat (St. Paul®s, 

Concordia, Mo.) 

June 22 Parish Education 

Committee, 8:30 

a.m.-10 a.m. 

(Zoom) 

 

July 4-5 Independence 

Day (District 

OfĜce closed) 

July 9-12 Institute on 

Liturgy, 

Preaching, and 

Church Music 

(Concordia Uni-

versity, Seward, 

Neb.) 

 

 

JULY 

 

July 27 Early Childhood 

Summer Work-

shop (Our Saviour, 

Kansas City, Kan.) 

July 29 Board of Stew-

ardship, 10:30 

a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

(Zoom) 

Executive Com-

mittee, 1-2 p.m. 

(Zoom) 

July 31 New Worker 

Orientation,       

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

(District OfĜce, 

Topeka) 

JULY (cont.) 

What Does It Mean to be Luther-

an in America? Discord in the 

LCMS in the 1960s and 1970s    

Rev. Dr. Gerhard Bode, Professor 

of Historical Theology, CSL 

Join Dr. Bode as he presents analy-

sis of the controversy within the 

LCMS in the 1960s and 1970s with 

attention to doctrinal issues and 

church-political developments in 

the Synod. 

The registration deadline is June 

24. Registration cost is $150. For 

more information and to register, 

visit csl.edu/workshop-series on 

the Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

website.  

CTSFW Continuing Educa-

tion Opportunity 

June 27-29, 2024 

Redeemer Lutheran Church (2700 

Lawrence Ave., Lawrence, KS 66047) 

The local contact is Rev. Sean Kilgo, 

pastor of Redeemer, kilgosr@gmail.com.  

Apologetics for the 21st Century    

Dr. Adam Francisco, Academic 

Director of 1517 

Join Dr. Francisco as he presents 

the history of and various methods 

employed by Christian apologists 

past and present, and focuses on 

the challenges posed to the faith 

today. 

Registration cost is $150 for 1.5 

CEU course for pastors and profes-

sional church workers, and $100 for 

1.5 CEU course for retired pastors 

and laypersons.  

For more information and to regis-

ter, visit ctsfw.edu/ce on the Con-

cordia Theological Seminary, Fort 

Wayne website.  

Prof Insights: Faculty-Led 

Workshop 

July 8-10, 2024 

Messiah Lutheran Church (2000 

Main Street, Hays, KS 67601) 

The local contact is Rev. Michael 

Schmidt, pastor of Peace, Natoma, and 

First, Plainville, revschmidt@yahoo.com.  

 

July 11 Board of Missions, 

10-11 a.m. (Zoom) 

July 16 SAA55 Committee, 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. 

(Zoom) 

July 18 Board of Caring 

Ministry, 9-11 a.m. 

(Zoom) 

Board of Education 

& Youth, 1-3 p.m. 

(Zoom) 

July 21-22 Saints Alive  

After 55 Confer-

ence (Christ the 

King, Salina) 

https://kslcms.org/calendar  

The annual St. Johnõs, Topeka Worship Con-

ference will be held 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. on   

Saturday, August 10. The keynote speaker is 

Rev. Max Mons, First Vice-President of the 

Iowa East District. This conference provides 

continuing education and conversation for 

those interested in the song and worship of 

the Church. Registration and a schedule are 

found at: https://stjohnlcmstopeka.org/

worship/worship-conference.  

2024 Worship Conference 
 

St. Johnõs Ev. Lutheran Church (901 SW   

Fillmore St., Topeka, KS 66606) 

https://www.csl.edu/event/prof-insights-faculty-led-workshop-professor-bode-in-hays-ks/
mailto:kilgosr@gmail.com
https://ctsfw.my.site.com/cc/s/continuing-education-detail?recordId=701Ro000003C6j6IAC
mailto:revschmidt@yahoo.com
https://kslcms.org/about-us/calendar/
https://stjohnlcmstopeka.org/worship/worship-conference/
https://stjohnlcmstopeka.org/worship/worship-conference/
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SYNOD & PARTNERS 
LCMS National Grants 
The LCMS Office of National Mission (ONM) 

offers grants to aid LCMS congregations, 

Recognized Service Organizations (RSOs) and 

districts to vigorously make known the love 

of Christ by word and deed within our 

churches and communities. 

Types of national grants include National De-

velopment Grants, Million Dollar Life Match, 

the Schiebel Grant Program, and the Ukraine 

Refugee Grant Program.  

For more information and to apply for a 

grant, visit www.lcms.org/serve/national-

grants. For questions about grants, contact 

grants@lcms.org or 888-THE LCMS. 

Concordia Health Plan:           
New Mental Health Resource 

A new KFUO podcast is available from 

National Mission called òGodõs Mission 

Here,ó which spotlights the work God is 
doing through His people right where they 

are.  

Listen to the latest episode at                    

resources.lcms.org/gods-mission-here. 

GODôS MISSION HERE 

 

Upheld by Godõs Hand:  

LCMS Mental Health Outreach Course  
 

This is a free, online course for LCMS Educators and 

Youth Workers to gain understanding and awareness of 

mental health, mental health problems, and mental ill-

ness. Participants will also learn strategies for supporting 

the mental health of children and youth. Create an      

account on the LCMS Learning website, https://

lcms.talentlms.com to access the course and videos. 

 

Concordia Plans offers a new and enhanced Employee 

Assistance Program (EAP) through the Evernorth Confide 

Behavioral Health Navigator. It includes immediate 24/7 

access to clinical help, access to a digital portal, virtual, 

phone and chat care, and eight free sessions per topic 

(from family to financial issues to substance abuse, emo-

tional health and stress), per year. 

This confidential, free mental health resource is available 

to Concordia Health Plan members and members of their 

households. Visit ConcordiaPlans.org/MentalHealth to 

learn more about Evernorth Confide, or call the Concor-

dia Health Plan number for Evernorth Confide at 866-726

-5267 to speak with a Care Navigator.  

https://www.lcms.org/serve/national-grants
https://www.lcms.org/serve/national-grants
mailto:grants@lcms.org
https://resources.lcms.org/podcasts/gods-mission-here/?_gl=1*gvlafh*_ga*MTI3NzY3NDA1OC4xNjU0NTM3MTgz*_ga_Z0184DBP2L*MTcxNTE4ODY3OC40MDkuMC4xNzE1MTg4Njc4LjAuMC4w
https://lcms.talentlms.com/
https://lcms.talentlms.com/
https://www.concordiaplans.org/members/member-health/mental-health
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Rev. Justin Panzer 
District President 
 

Rev. Daniel Grams 
Executive Assistant to the President for      
Congregational & School Services 
 

Jim Bradshaw 
Executive Assistant to the President for      
Education & Youth 
 

Jeffrey Maltz 
DVP, LCEF Kansas and Oklahoma 
 

Heather Williams 
Business Manager 
 

Jackie Schaefer 
Communications Specialist 
 

Tami Lierz 
Administrative Assistant 
President®s OfĜce / Event Registrar 

Shannon Fender 
Administrative Assistant 
Business OfĜce / Stewardship 
 

Janet Powell 
Administrative Assistant 
Schools / Missions / LCEF 
 

Mike Grau 
Archivist 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Mark Boxman 
Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 

Dr. Patti Hoffman 
School Ministry Coordinator 
 

Rev. Ian Kinney 
Life Coordinator 
 

Lottie Lee 
Professional Development             
Coordinator 

Jane Limback 
Accreditation 
 

Amy Schultz 
Early Childhood Consultant 
 

Miriam Wehling 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
 

Donna Williams 
Disaster Response Coordinator 

AROUND THE DISTRICT 

DISTRICT STAFF / COORDINATOR DIRECTORY  

The Kansas District Lutheran Laymenõs League/Lutheran 

Hour Ministries will sponsor a booth at the Kansas State 

Fair Sept. 6-15 in the Meadowlark Exhibition Hall. There 

will also be a worship service at the Peopleõs Bank and 

Trust Arena at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 8. The preacher 

will be Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, speaker of òThe Lutheran 

Hour.ó The music at the worship service will be provided 

by the choirs of Trinity, Salina, and Our Redeemer, 

Hutchinson. There will be a reception with Dr. Zeigler at 

6 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 7 at Our Redeemer Lutheran in 

Hutchinson (407 E. 12th Avenue).  

Volunteers are needed to work at the booth, greeting 

guests and sharing Christian materials, including Bibles, 

Portals of Prayer, My Devotions, LHM resources and gifts 

for children.  

Contact Mike Tonn at 316-640-3918 or 

tonn.mike@yahoo.com if you and your congregation can 

provide Christian materials and/or serve as booth volun-

teers. 

CONTACT US 
LCMS Kansas District Office 

1000 SW 10th Ave. 

Topeka, KS 66604-1104 

Phone 

785-357-4441 

Fax 

785-357-5071 

Website 

https://kslcms.org  

Facebook 

facebook.com/kslcms/   

 

STAFF DIRECTORY 

 

COORDINATORS 

Volunteers from Immanuel, Ellsworth 
greet visitors at the LLL/LHM booth, 
Sept. 2023. 

mailto:tonn.mike@yahoo.com
http://www.kslcms.org/
http://www.facebook.com/kslcms/

