
  

 

Our mission is to support and   
encourage the members of the 
District in carrying out the mission 
Christ has given His Church. 
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ñYet even now,ò declares the Lord, 

ñreturn to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and 

with mourning; and rend your 

hearts and not your garments.   

Return to the Lord your God, for 

he is gracious and merciful, slow 

to anger, and abounding in stead-

fast love; and he relents over dis-

aster.ò         

         Joel ʱ:ʰʱ-ʰ  ̡
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Over 100 participants at-

tended the Kansas District 

Life Conference on 

Wednesday, January 24, 

2024, at St. Johnõs Evangelical Lutheran Church in Topeka. The keynote speak-

er was Rev. Dr. Matthew Durance (shown speaking in the above photo) who 

is the pastor of Zion Lutheran Church and School in Harbor Beach, Mich.    

Following the Life Conference, attendees joined several hundred participants 

in the March/Rally for Life to the Kansas State Capitol in downtown Topeka. 

Visit the 2024 Life Conference page on the District website to see more  

photos. Special thanks to all who helped organize the Life Conference! 

 

2024 Kansas District Life 

Conference / March for Life! 

/ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ-²ƛŎƘƛǘŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

wŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ¢ƻǇŜƪŀΦ 

https://kslcms.org/caring-ministry/life-ministry/2024-life-conference/
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Workers Together           

Devotions Available 
 

President Panzerõs devotions, 

in addition to appearing 

monthly in the Workers To-

gether newsletters, are also 

available as individual pdf 

documents on the District 

website. These devotions can 

be downloaded and shared 

with LCMS congregations and 

schools around the Kansas 

District.  

You can find the individual 

devotions under the        

Communications section on 

the District website. 

Rev. Justin Panzer, District 

President 

Presidentõs Office 

ANNOUNCEMENTS     

& REMINDERS 

 
 

February Devotion 

Your doctor says you are a magniýcent physical specimen. Later, you climb 
some stairs, clutch your chest, and are rushed to the hospital. The ER physi-
cian tells you your arteries are so clogged you were only one jelly donut 
away from the grim reaper. You ask the doctor, ñWhy didnôt you tell me I 
was in worse shape than the Pillsbury Doughboy?ò 

He confesses, ñI donôt like telling people depressing news.ò 

By and large, we want the truth. Or do we? The season of Lent begins this 
month with a heightened emphasis on the devastation of our spiritual sick-
ness of sin, confronting us with the truth. The Father is so pleased with His 
Son because He is the embodiment of truth and love. He wants us all to 
have transýgured lives of the reality that  Jesus oʡers. We need 
to listen to Him, about everything. 

Our capacity for self-deception has no limits. The prophet Obadiah writes, 
ñThe pride of your heart has deceived youò (Obadiah ʲ). The truth is pretty 
bad, which is damnation. However, the truth is also pretty terriýc, which is 
no damnation. Remember this when ashes are placed on your forehead on 
Ash Wednesday. Ashes to ashes, dust to dust, only in Jesus you 
have life. Put your listening ears on. 

Just like the previous years, we invite the people of the LCMS Kansas Dis-
trict to join together on Ash Wednesday for a District-wide ñDay of Re-
pentance.ò We encourage you to pray the Litany, worship, fast and give a 
ýnancial contribution to your local congregation. 

What is a fast? How does it ýt with what the Lord is trying to teach us as 
He calls us to repentance? If you have access to The Lutheran Study Bible, 
turn to page ʰʷʸ, where you will ýnd a helpful article titled, ñWhen You 
Fastò (also available online on the First Things blog, ýrstthings.com/
blogs; type ñWhen You Fastò in the search bar.)  

Note especially these words: 
 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŦŀǎǝƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǝƻƴΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ IŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ 

ŦŀǎǝƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘ όaǘΦ сΥмс-муύΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ŦŀǎǝƴƎΦ Lǘ 

ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŀ ŘŀȅƭƻƴƎ ŦŀǎǘΦ bƻ Řƻǳōǘ ŦŀǎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ пл Řŀȅǎ ƭƛƪŜ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘ ŀƊŜǊ Iƛǎ .ŀǇǝǎƳ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎπ

ǝƻƴΦ ¸Ŝǘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǎǝƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΥ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 

Ŧŀǎǘέ όaǘΦ сΥмсύΣ ƴƻǘ άLŦ ȅƻǳ Ŧŀǎǘέ όŎŦΦ aǘΦ фΥмп-мрύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ŦŀǎǘŜŘ ό!Ŏǘǎ моΥн-оΤ мпΥноύΦ ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀ 

ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-ŬǊǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ Řƻ ƭƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΚ 
 

A simple fast might involve going without one or two meals before receiving the Lordôs Supper and using the 
time to focus on Godôs Word. If skipping a meal isnôt an option, think about taking a break from something 
else, like social media or web surýng. Whatever form it takes, fasting is a powerful reminder of Christôs own 
obedience and sacriýce for us all. 

Our Lord wants you to return to Him what is His in the ýrst place. Everything belongs to the Lord, we only get 
to borrow it from time to time. In the same way, everything we give back to Him belongs to Him; it was never 
ours to begin with. 

ñReturn to meò (Joel ʱ:ʰʱ). Through His prophet Joel, the Lord invites you to return to Him with your 
whole life. God bless our worship of Him, especially during the season of Lent! 

https://kslcms.org/about-us/communications/
https://www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts/2010/02/when-you-fast
https://www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts/2010/02/when-you-fast
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PASTORAL CALLS 

Rev. Travis Sherman, Grace, Gordon, NE to St. Paul, Clay Center (associate) ð pending 

Rev. Aaron Wagner, Christ the King, Salina to St. Paul, Williamsburg, IA ð declined 

Rev. Timothy Wilcoxen, Zion, Carlinville, IL to Trinity, Burlington ð pending 

Rev. Kyle Winter, Kalispell, MT to Ascension, Wichita (Associate) ð declined 

Rev. Greg Zillinger, Lakewood, CO to St. Paulõs, Cheney ð declined 
 

CONGREGATIONS CALLING OR PREPARING TO CALL A FULL-TIME PASTOR 

Arkansas City, Redeemer (sole) Hays, Messiah (sole)  Overland Park, Bethany (senior) 

Burlington, Trinity (sole)  Leavenworth, Trinity  Shawnee, Hope (sole)               

Cheney, St. Paulõs (sole)  (associate, seminary)  Wichita, Ascension (associate) 

Clay Center, St. Paul (associate) Medicine Lodge, Trinity & Wichita, Risen Savior (associate, 

Downs, Zion (sole)   Nashville, St. John (sole) seminary) 

Greenleaf, Bethlehem &  Olathe, Beautiful Savior   

St. Peterõs, Barnes (sole)  (associate, seminary)      
 

 

CONGREGATIONS CALLING A COMMISSIONED MINISTER 

Emporia, Messiah (DCE intern)   Leavenworth, St. Paul (Teacher) 

Fairmount Ministries (Commissioned Minister) Linn Lutheran School (Teacher) 

Garden City, Trinity (Commissioned worker intern) Topeka , Calvary (Commissioned worker intern)
  

 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CALLS ð from the field 

Principal David Birnbaum, First, Ponca City, OK to Trinity, Atchison ð accepted 

Calls and Vacancies 

Rev. Ryan Ankersen was installed as associate pastor of Holy Cross, Wichita on Sunday, January 7, 

2024. From left, (front row) Revs. Daniel Myers, Ryan Ankersen and Scott Snow; (back row) Revs. Tom 

Harmon, Nick Cordt, Scott Goltl, Dean Von Stroh, Thomas Johnson, David Ersland, Keith Kohlmeier 

and John Einem. 
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Worker News 

Rev. Jaron Melin was installed as pastor of the OIS Herington Partnership (Our Redeemer,        

Immanuel, and St. John) on Sunday, January 7, 2024, at Our Redeemer, Herington. Elizabeth 

Melin was commissioned and installed as deaconess for Lutherans in Jewish Evangelism (St. Louis, 

Mo.) 

From left, (first row) Rev. Alan Stahlecker, Rev. John Werner, Rev. Jaron Melin, Deaconess Elizabeth 

Melin, Rev. John Fries and Rev. Kurt Letcher; (back row) Rev. Justin Panzer, Rev. Joe Pederson, Rev. 

Clark Davis and Rev. Joseph Barlau.  

Andrea Roettger was installed as the Director 

of Christian Education (DCE) at Bethany, Over-

land Park on Sunday, January 7, 2024.  

From left, Rev. Daniel Grams, District Executive 

for Congregational & School Services; DCE  

Andrea Roettger and Rev. Sean Baker, pastor 

of Bethany, Overland Park. 

William Prann was installed as the Director of 

Christian Education (DCE) at St. Lukeõs, Manhat-

tan on Sunday, January 7, 2024.  

From left, Rev. Michael Schmidt, senior pastor 

of St. Lukeõs, Manhattan; DCE William Prann 

and James Bradshaw, District Executive for    

Education and Youth. 
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Worker News Cont. 

Rev. Marty Reed was installed as senior pastor of Trinity, Atchison on Sunday, January 14, 2024. 

From left, (front row) Revs. Daniel Grams, Marty Reed and Michael Carney; (back row) Revs. Ian 

Kinney and Justin Panzer. 

Rev. James Kirschenmann was installed as pastor of Zion, Vassar on Sunday, January 14, 2024. 

Rev. Justin Panzer, District President, performed the installation. 
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Rev. Luke Jacob was installed as senior pastor 

of Trinity, Mission and Shawnee on Sunday, 

January 28, 2024. Mission campus: from left, 

Revs. Lee Hovel, Justin Laughridge, Dr. Mark 

Schulz, Luke Jacob, Philip Cook and Justin   

Panzer. 

Worker News Cont. 

James Bradshaw is humbled to announce that he is re-

ceiving two awards in February. The National Association 

of Directors of Christian Education (NADCE) has selected 

him as the recipient of The Dale E. Griffin Master 

Statesman Award. He was recognized at the NADCE 

Conference Banquet in Houston on Thursday, February 1, 

2024. 
 

Following is a description of this award:  
 

The Dale E. Griffin Master Statesman Award 

One of the individuals who had a significant impact on the Di-

rector of Christian Education (DCE) ministry within The Luther-

an ChurchðMissouri Synod was the Rev. Dale E. Griffin. Over a 

28-year period, beginning in the early 1960s, he supported the 

development of DCE Ministry as editor of The DCE Bulletin as 

well fostering regional DCE conferences around the country, 

helping to draft key DCE-related Synodical resolutions, and 

interpreting DCE ministry within the International Center. In 

recognition of his many contributions, LEA-TEAM created the 

Dale E. Griffin Master Statesman Award. He was the initial re-

cipient of the award, which was given at the National DCE Con-

ference held in Breckinridge, CO in 1988. Over the following 

years, there have been two other awardees: Dr. William O. 

Karpenko II in 1991 (LEA-TEAM), Dr. LeRoy Wilke in 2003 (DCE-Net), and most recently Dr. Mark Blanke (2022) at the NADCE 

Conference in Ft. Collins, CO. 
 

Jim will also be inducted into The Kansas Association of Independent and Religious Schools (KAIRS) Hall of 

Fame at the evening banquet during the annual meeting on Monday, February 12, at the Ramada in downtown 

Topeka. KAIRS honors its outstanding educators who have made life-long contributions to independent and reli-

gious schools in Kansas. Inductees are educators who have given extraordinary service to a KAIRS member school 

(or a series of schools) during their career as educators.  

 

Congratulations! 

Shawnee campus: from left, Revs. Justin Panzer, 

Justin Laughridge, Luke Jacob, Dr. Mark Schulz 

and Philip Cook. 

James Bradshaw, District Executive, was presented 

the Dale Griffin Master Statesman Award at the Na-

tional Association of Directors of Christian Education 

(NADCE) Conference in Houston, Texas, by his mentor 

and DCE instructor, Dr. William O. Karpenko. 
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FEBRUARY PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Those experiencing recent or ongoing health    

issues, including Gideon Franson, Rev. Cliff Winter, 

Melody Maki, Rev. Jim Mayes, Linda Grams, Rev. 

King Crawford, Rev. Robert Grimm, Rev. Matthew 

Schneider, South Wisconsin District President Rev. 

Dr. John Wille, Rev. Clark Davis, Cindy Hammons, 

Carrie Meyers, Kevin Adams, Rev. Richard Andrus, 

and Judy May.  
 

Those celebrating the gift of new life, including 

Rev. Philip and Jaimee Hoppe (son Ezekiel William, 

Oct. 31). 
 

Congregations and Schools on our Facebook 

prayer list in February: 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Marysville ð Feb. 5 

St. Lukeõs Lutheran Church and Preschool, Manhat-

tan ð Feb. 12 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Ramona, and St. Johnõs      

Lutheran Church, Tampa ð Feb. 19 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Wichita ð Feb. 26 

 

 

 

In Jesusõ Name we pray... 

 

SPECIAL PRAYERS 
 

As the season of Lent    

begins, we pray for 

God to help us re-

member His love and 

forgiveness during 

this time of reflecting 

on our sins. May we 

turn to Him with 

heartfelt repentance, 

with the knowledge 

that when we confess 

our sins, God is faith-

ful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all un-

righteousness (ref. 1 

John 1:9). In His 

Name, Amen.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

For this yearõs offering, 25 percent of the proceeds will be allocated to the 

Kansas District Scholarship Fund, and 75 percent to the Kansas District Edu-

cation Loan Repayment Fund. 

Please consider participating in the 2024 Ash Wednesday Offering and    

supporting our church workers! Hereõs how you can help: 

× Participate in the Ash Wednesday Offering at your church. 

× Donate online at kslcms.org/donate.  

× Send a check to the District office (1000 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS 66604-

1104), with the designation, òAsh Wednesday Offering.ó 

The annual Kansas      

District Ash Wednesday 

Offering supports 

scholarships for future 

church workers and 

grants to help active 

church workers pay off 

education loans. 

Last year, over $82,000 

was awarded in scholar-

ships and education loan 

repayment grants. Of 

that amount, nearly 

$23,000 was raised in 

last yearõs Ash Wednes-

day Offering!  

FEBRUARY Staff Travel Schedule 

Out and About in Kansas 

Jan. 31-Feb. 2   NADCE Conference, Houston,     

Texas (Jim Bradshaw) 

Feb. 4-8 Council of Presidents, St. Louis 

(President Panzer) 

Feb. 7 School visit at Linn Lutheran School, 

Linn (Jim Bradshaw) 

Feb. 8-9 Team Ministry Retreat, Herington 

(Jim Bradshaw) 

Feb. 9-10 LERT Retreat, Herington (Jim Brad-

shaw) 

Feb. 10 Jesus Door-2-Door event at        

Redeemer Lutheran, Olathe (Rev.  

Daniel Grams) 

Feb. 11 Light of the World Lutheran, De 

Soto (Rev. Daniel Grams) 

Feb. 12-13 KAIRS Conference, Topeka (Jim 

Bradshaw, Rev. Daniel Grams) 

Feb. 13 Circuit 9 Winkel at St. Johnõs Luther-

an, Herington (President Panzer) 

 Tri-Cluster DCE meeting at Messiah 

Lutheran, Emporia (Jim Bradshaw, 

Rev. Daniel Grams) 

 

(Continued on Next Page) 

 

The LCMS Kansas District invites our congregations, schools, and RSOs 

to save the date for April 7, 2024, for the first annual Faith at Work kick

-off Sunday! Faith at Work is an annual District-wide service event where 

groups of all ages and skill sets find needs within their local communities to serve throughout the 

month. Each spring, beginning in 2024, we would like to encourage every person, young and old, to 

serve friends and neighbors in their communities in the name of Jesus.  
 

Congregations / Schools / RSOs: Registration for Faith at Work service projects is open! 

Project Crew Leaders can visit the Faith at Work page on the District website to register,   

order your groupsõ FREE T-Shirts (while supplies last), and access Faith at Work Communica-

tion Resources. For questions, please email faithatwork@kslcms.org.  

https://kslcms.org/business-office/donate/
https://kslcms.org/caring-ministry/faith-at-work/
mailto:faithatwork@kslcms.org
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February 5-8 ð Council of Presidents, St. Louis 

February 6 ð Faith at Work Committee, Zoom  

1-2:30 p.m. 

February 12-13 ð KAIRS Conference, Ramada 

Hotel by Wyndham, Topeka 

February 14 ð Ash Wednesday 

February 15-17 ð LCMS Stewardship Confer-

ence, Tempe, AZ 

February 18 ð Lutheran Schools Committee, 

District Office, 3-5 p.m. 

February 24 ð KAIRS Early Childhood Confer-

ence, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

February 27 ð Middle School Huddle Commit-

tee, Zoom 1-2:30 p.m. 

 

February 29-March 3 ð LCMS YouthLead   

Training, St. Louis, MO 

March 5 ð SAA55 meeting, Zoom 10-11 a.m. 

March 7 ð Hispanic Ministry Convocation, 

District Office, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

March 18-20 ð Six-Pack Council of Presidents 

March 19 ð Professional Development       

Committee, Zoom 4-5 p.m. 

March 24 ð Palm Sunday 

March 28 ð Maundy Thursday, District Office 

closes at 2 p.m. 

March 29 ð Good Friday, District Office closed 

March 31 ð Easter Sunday 

April 1 ð Easter Monday, District Office closed 

 

LOOKING AHEAD ð FUTURE MEETINGS & EVENTS 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS CONT. 

The Holy Cross LWML will host 

its annual Womens Retreat 8:30 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, 

March 2, 2024, at Holy Cross, 

Wichita (600 N. Greenwich Rd., 

Wichita, KS 67206).  

Registration is open. Visit 

holycrosslutheran.net/

lwmlretreat to register and for 

more information. 

 

 

Holy Cross LWML Womens 

Retreat ð March 2, 2024 

 

Join us for the 2024 Middle School Huddle (MSH) 

which will be held April 19-20 at Rock Springs     

4-H Ranch, south of Junction City (1168 Highway 

K157, Junction City, KS 66441). The goal of the 

Middle School Huddle is to lift up the middle school students of our 

Kansas District and provide community and faith growth opportuni-

ties through time in Godõs Word. 

The theme for this yearõs MSH is òConnectedó based on John 15:1-5. 

We will consider our individual place in the body of Christ and how 

that connects us with our Savior, Jesus Christ. The keynote speaker is 

Rev. Ryan Matthias, the campus pastor at Concordia University,   

Nebraska. Music will be led by a praise team also from Concordia 

University, Nebraska. 

Registration is open! The cost for the event will be $80 per person. 

Visit the Middle School Events page on the District website to regis-

ter and find more information. 

 

Middle School Huddle ð April 19-20 

FEBRUARY Staff Travel Schedule 

Continued 

Out and About in Kansas 

Feb. 14 School visit at St. John Lutheran 

School, Alma (Jim Bradshaw, Rev. 

Daniel Grams) 

Feb. 15-17 LCMS Stewardship Conference, 

Tempe, AZ (Rev. Daniel Grams) 

Feb. 16 Concordia Academy, Wichita 

(President Panzer) 

Feb. 18 Principalsõ meeting at District office, 

Topeka (Jim Bradshaw, Rev. Daniel 

Grams) 

 Lutheran Schools Committee meet-

ing at District office, Topeka (Jim 

Bradshaw, President Panzer, Rev. 

Daniel Grams) 

Feb. 20 Circuit 3N/3S Winkel at Bethany 

Lutheran, Overland Park (President 

Panzer) 

Feb. 21 School visit at Trinity Lutheran 

School, Atchison (Jim Bradshaw, 

Rev. Daniel Grams) 

Feb. 24 KAIRS Early Childhood Conference, 

Leawood (Jim Bradshaw) 

 

Click Here to see the full 

website calendar! 

 

Wives of pastors are invited to gather 

April 19-20 for the annual Pastorsõ 

Wives Retreat at the Kansas District 

Retreat Center in Herington.  

The keynote presenter will be      

Deaconess Rose Adle, the Assistant 

Director of Deaconess Formation at 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., and Concordia 

Publishing House author. Visit the Kansas District homepage 

kslcms.org to register and for more information. 

https://holycrosslutheran.net/lwmlretreat/
https://holycrosslutheran.net/lwmlretreat/
https://kslcms.org/education-youth/youth-ministry/middle-school-events/
https://kslcms.org/about-us/calendar/
https://kslcms.org/

