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Introduction

In 1873, while addressing the Western District in convention, C.F.W. Walther
made the observation that the chief aim of true religion is to give all glory to
God alone. To put this another way, the aim of true religion is to place all the
focus on Jesus, who He is and what He does, as that is where the glory of God is
revealed to us (Jn 1:14).

144 years after Walther addressed the convention, we find ourselves again ask-
ing what it means for us to be bold and faithful in our confession of the faith.
As many have realized, nothing has really changed. The grass withers and the
flowers fades but the Word of the Lord endures forever! (Is. 40:8)

The Synod’s logo for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation notes, quite
boldly, that it’s s#il/ all about Jesus (see back cover). That’s what the Refor-
mation was about, and that’s what these essays are about. They’re about the per-

son and work of Jesus for you! They endeavor to give all glory to God alone.

These 12 essays, commemorating the 500th anniversary and appearing through-
out the Workers Together newsletters in 2017, are presented here in their en-
tirety, along with accompanying Scripture passages and prayers for use in medi-

tating upon these chief articles of the Christian faith.

It is our hope that they will continue to encourage all in giving all glory to God
and fixing our eyes upon Jesus, the founder and perfector of our faith, as it’s szil/

all about Him!

May God bless you as you continue to study and hear our Lord’s Word, receive

His gifts, and serve your neighbor in love.

SOLI DEO GLORJA!
(To God Alone be Glory!)
Pastor Sean Kilgo
Saturday of Ad Te Levavi, AD 2018



~ THE HIDDEN GOD ~

Mands Probl em
Laiah 64:1-9: Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the

mountains might quake at Your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the
fire causes water to boil—to make Your name known to Your adversaries, and that
the nations might tremble at Your presence! When You did awesome things that we
did not look for, You came down, the mountains quaked at Your presence. From of
old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides You, who
acts for those who wait for Him. You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,

those who remember You in Your ways. Behold, You were angry, and we sinned; in

our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? We have all become like
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who

calls upon Your name, who rouses himself to take hold of You; for You have hidden

Your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. But now, O

LORD, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You are our potter; we are all the
work of Your hand. Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity
forever. Behold, please look, we are all Your people.

Identifying sins is an easier task than identifying sin. To identify sins, take up
the Ten Commandments. “I don’t always trust God as I ought. I've cursed with
His name. There are Sunday mornings when I refuse to gather with His saints
around pulpit and altar.” Those are sins against the First Table of the Law.
Identifying sins from the Second Table would be even more personal and point-
ed. With a review of the Ten Commandments, you come to Private Confession

and Absolution.

Yet the Ten Commandments, as our Lutheran Confessions teach, are meant to

reveal something worse than actual sins.

Our being in sin (being sinful, original sin, hereditary sin) is what gives rise to
sins. If there were no sin of origin, no sin of being, there would be no actual sins.

Original sin is the disease, the leprosy, the inherited corruption, the fatal illness
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of our being. "It seeks not only the pleasure of the body, but also fleshly wisdom
and righteousness” (Ap 2.26). Your church and pastor teach what “our church-
es” have taught since 1530 in the words of AC 2.1: “Since the fall of Adam
(Rom 5:21), all who are naturally born are born with sin (Ps 51:5), that is,

without the fear of God, without trust in God and with the inclination to sin.”

Even worse, original sin hides God from us. “It is not being able to believe God
and not being able to fear and love God” (Ap 2.26).

Was there opposition to this teaching? You bet there was. First, the Roman
Church (now Roman Catholicism). On that, read Ap 2.1-51. Also opposed
were the so-called Reformed churches, i.e., the churches of Zwingli and the An-
abaptists, who denied that unbaptized children are sinners; they rejected the

entire doctrine of original sin. Take a look at SD 1.1-62 for more on that.

Finally, there’s nothing more concise than SA 3.1.1-11; 3.2.4. Why do we need
the Ten Commandments, the Law? So we can make good private confessions of
real sins? Yes. Of course. But, first and foremost, so that we can confess the
chief sin, the root of all sins, original sin; to reveal original sin with all its fruit.
All evil deeds originate from original sin, and all sin has but one remedy, the
blood of Jesus shed. “The magnitude of Christ’s grace cannot be understood

unless our diseases are recognized” (Ap 2.33).

Further ReadingSummargAC 2, SC The Creed, SD 2.9; Degplp 2, SA
8, LC 2.283 3, SC The VLor dBen 1RT a@le41R5,Scr |
5:1719, 8:33; Eph 2:0, Gal 3:11, Heb 11

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your
Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Rev. Michael Brockman is Pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Oakley, KS



~ GOD REVEALED ~

The Creed and the One True God

Deuteronomy 6:4—9 — “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You
shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when
you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your

gﬂtES.

So perplexed by what he found when he rubbed the lamp, Aladdin asked the
genie to explain what was going on. The genie replied, “PHENOMENAL
COSMIC POWER! Itty bitty living space.” Sometimes our understanding of

God might seem just as preposterous, or, at times, terribly inadequate.

Perhaps you’ve wondered how to apprehend God and His nature, not only as
an entity, but as a power, force, or impetus for existence. Maybe you’ve tried to
explain it to your children or students. Thankfully, this doctrine of the Faith is

one of the earliest settled upon by the church.

To know God, we look to the inspired Word (2 Pet 1:20-21), which testifies to
who/what/how God is. The (Spirit-led) Old Testament prophets proclaimed
the God-Man (see Deut 18:15, Is 7:14, 9:5-6, 11:12, 53:5, Mic 5:2) and His
work, just as Jesus proclaimed Himself a Person of the Godhead (Jn 6:51, 17:5,
24). After Jesus ascended into heaven, His Church began the task of proclaim-
ing Christ, the Son of God (Mt 16:16), to the world. Because to tell of the Son
Jesus is to relate also the story of the Father Creator and the Sanctifying Holy
Spirit (see Jn 1:18; Mt 28:19-20), their proclamation was thoroughly Trinitari-
an. In short, in Christ, who comes with grace and mercy, God reveals His true

nature.

Roman Christians summarized this proclamation with the Apostles’ Creed
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(final form late 2nd cent.), followed by others, of which the Nicene (A.D. 381)
and Athanasian (c. A.D. 500) Creeds expound the nature of God with more
detail. As we celebrate Reformation 500, it’s important to know that Luther
(SC The Creed, LC 2) and the other Lutheran confessors (Ep 12.20-31, SD
12.28-40) relied upon this cornerstone of Christianity not only to cement their
ties to the church catholic—this historic Christianity which crosses time, bor-
ders, principalities, and the rule of men—but to proclaim the Gospel of Christ,
the forgiveness of sins through faith in Him.

When confessing the Faith before Charles V in Augsburg (1530), the Reformers
used the Creed to separate themselves from the heretics who came before (AC
1.3) and, again, when preparing for the council to be held at Mantua (delayed
to Trent, 1545), the SA began with a treatment of the shared doctrine of the
Trinity in four numbered points (SA 1), its telos in Christ (SA 2) and our re-
sponsibility to the Trinity as His creatures (SA 3.1).

This confession of Christ and the Triune God, far from being a historical relic,
has remained and continues to remain relevant and vital for the Church even
today. For example, the centerpiece of the Christian resistance to Hitler in Ger-
many was the confession that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (and not
Hitler) are God and that God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—a confession

that Christians even lost their life for.

Further ReadingAC 1; SA 1, 2, 3.1; SC The Creed; LC 2; Ep 1312(6D
12.2840

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of
the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the
power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all
adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now

and forever. Amen.

Rev. Perry Sukstorf is Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Olathe, KS



~ GOD'S ALIEN WORK ~

The Condemnation of the Law

Romans 3:9-20 — What then? Are we Jews any better off No, not at all. For we
have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written:
“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one secks for God. All have
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps
is under their lips.” “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” “Their feet are
swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they
have not known.” “Ihere is no fear of God before their eyes.” Now we know that
whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works
of the law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.

It strikes the ear strange: God does what He doesn’t want to do. “Have I any
pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord GOD, and not rather that
he should turn from his way and live?” (Ezek 18:23) When God does what He
doesn’t want to do (kill and eternally condemn the sinner; cp. 1 Tim 2:4), ic’s
called His alien work or His strange work. When He does what He wants to do

(save the sinner), it’s called His proper work.

But His alien work isn’t for that reason unimportant. In fact, it’s critical to His
proper work. Paul says that “God ‘locked up’ all people unto disobedience in order to
have mercy on all” (Rom 11:32; see also Rom 5:20, 3:19-24). The alien work
must precede the proper work. Salvation must be from something. And it’s

from God’s just condemnation not just of siz, but of sinners.

To do both His alien and His proper work, God uses the same tool He always
does: His own words. He accomplishes His proper work through the word of
the Gospel. Through the word of the Law He accomplishes His alien work. Of
that latter Luther says, “This is God’s thunderbolt. By the Law ... He declares
no one to be in the right, but drives all together to terror and despair” (SA
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3.3.2). The Law brings “nothing but death and hell, and one must despair, as
Saul and Judas did” (SA 3.3.7). That’s the Law’s proper job and God’s alien

work.

At the time of the Reformation, however, there was great confusion on the
Law’s job. Although “the Law intervened in order to increase sin” (Rom 5:20),
Roman Catholic theology regarded the Law as effecting God’s proper work—
His justifying and saving work.

It all hung on the concept of love, the sum of the Law, which demands that we
love God and neighbor. It’s very hard to love the neighbor; it’s impossible to
love an accusing God. And herein lies the rub. If the Law is the source of justifi-
cation (Ap 5.55 [3.176]), and if the Law always accuses and makes you hate
God (Ap 5.45 [3.166]), it’s impossible to be right with Him. “We are not right-
eous before God as long as we flee God’s judgment and are angry with
God” (Ap 5.55 [3.176]). Why? Because how can you “fear, love, and trust in
God above all things” (SC The Ten Commandments) when you hate Him? You
can’t even fulfill the First Commandment, much less any other. In fact, it only
enhances “disobedience”—"ignorance of God, hatred of God, without fear of

God and faith toward God, inability to love God” (Ap 2.14).

And it can mean only death—a death God does not want, and which He re-

dresses in His proper work, the work of Christ for us.

Further ReadingSC The Ten Commandments; LC 1; Ap 4.75ff.; SA 3.2, 3.3;
Ep5;SD5

O Lord, our God, we acknowledge Your great goodness toward us and praise You for
the mercy and grace which our eyes have seen, our ears have heard, and our hearts
have known. Pardon our offenses, correct and reform what is lacking in us, and help
us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In-
scribe Your law upon our hearts, and equip us to serve You with holy and blameless

lives. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Jon Bruss, is Pastor of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in To-
peka, KS



~ THE GOD WHO IS MAN ~

The Person of Christ

Hebrews 2:9-18 — But we see Him who for a little while was made lower than the
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death,

so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting that
He, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should
make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For He who sanctifies
and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why He is not ashamed ro

call them brothers, saying, “I will tell of your name to My brothers; in the midst of
the congregation I will sing your praise.” And again, “I will put my trust in Him.”
And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given Me.” Since therefore the chil-

dren share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the same things, that
through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the dev-
il, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. For
surely it is not angels that He helps, but He helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore
He had to be made like His brothers in every respect, so that He might become a
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the
sins of the people. For because He Himself has suffered when tempted, He is able to
help those who are being tempted.

“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord” (SC The Creed).

We believe it. We teach it. We confess it. At times, we doubt it. At times, we
can easily become focused on the troubles, hardships, and suffering of this life
and ask, “Why doesn’t God care?” “Where is God in all of this?” “Why does
God seem so distant?” We may even conclude that God just doesn’t understand.

Yet, “I believe that Jesus Christ, ... and also true man....”

Jesus truly is God and He is also truly Man. Jesus “was born of the Virgin Mary,
truly suffered, was crucified, died and was buried” (AC 3). He is truly human.
“The properties of the human nature are to be a bodily creature, to be flesh and

blood, to be finite and physically limited, to suffer, to die, to ascend and de-
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scend, to move from one place to another, to suffer hunger, thirst, cold, heat

and the like” (Ep 8.8).

All that sounds fancy, but what does it mean? It means that Jesus as true Man
actually experienced everything I experience in this life and world. He thirsts (Jn
19:28). He weeps (Jn 11:35). He has no place to lay His head (Mt 8:20). He is
hungry (Mk 11:12). He has flesh (Jn 1:14). The list could go on and on. We

confess that Jesus is truly human.

It also means that God does care. It means that God is not distant. He came
down to earth. He became flesh for me (Jn 1:1-18). Jesus is fully Man—fully
human. Some people believe that He is only man. They think of Jesus as a good
moral teacher and nothing else. Yes, Jesus is truly Man. But as we stated above
He is also truly God. He is both! God does understand. He understands me and
my pain, sorrow, struggles and hardships. God knows everything I go through
in this life. Only He can because He is God and He is Man.

Jesus is truly God and truly Man. Because Jesus is both, He is able to “reconcile

the Father to us and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt but also for all

actual sins of mankind” (AC 3.3). Thanks be to God!

Further ReadingAC 3; Ap 3; SA 2, 1; SC 2nd Article; LC 235 Ep 8; SD
8

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarna-
tion of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we

may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Rev. Aaron Filipek is Pastor of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Newton,
KS
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~ THE SAVING GOD ~

What God in Christ Has Done for Us

Romans 5:1-11 — Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through Him we have also obtained access
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering procuces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at
the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous
person—though perbaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God
shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since,
therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by
Him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be
saved by His life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus

Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

As we learned in “The God Who is Man,” Jesus is not only Man, but is also
God. This means that Jesus is my Lord.

But who Jesus is cannot be separated from what Jesus does. The person and
work of Jesus go hand in hand. He is not just any Lord, but He is 72y Lord “who has
redeemed me ... purchased and won me” (SC The Creed). This is what it means
for Jesus to be your Lord. It means that He has redeemed you from sin, the dev-
il, death, and all evil. For before Christ, our Lord was the devil, since we were

“captive under the devil’s power, condemned to death, stuck in sin and blind-
ness” (LC 2.27).

But Jesus, seeing our wretched state, and moved by His immeasurable goodness,

“had compassion upon our misery and wretchedness. He came from heaven to

help us” (LC 2.29). His compassion is found in His blood shed for us on the
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cursed tree as payment for our sins, a payment which God accepts since that
which is shed is more precious than gold or silver (1 Pet 1:18-19 & SC The
Creed). We confess that God in Christ is truly our Great High Priest (Heb
2:17) who has come into the holy places with His own blood (Heb 9:12) in
order to be not only the one who offers up the sacrifice but who is indeed Him-
self the Propitiation (Rom 3:25; Heb 2:17; 1 Jn 2:2).

In the creeds we confess the incarnation of Jesus: that He truly came into the
flesh. We do not confess merely an empty incarnation, but an incarnation that
leads directly to His suffering and death which is done “to reconcile us and to be
a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for all actual sins of man-
kind” (AC 3.3). For this reason, we confess that not only the Man Jesus suffers
and dies, but also that God suffers and dies on our behalf (cf. Ep 8.9).

This is the central and turning point of all Christianity, and the primary point
of our preaching and teaching: that Jesus is my Lord, which means nothing else
than that He is my Redeemer. “Yes, the entire Gospel that we preach is based
on this point, that we properly understand this article as that upon which our

salvation and all our happiness rests. It is so rich and complete that we can never

learn it fully” (LC 2.33).

Further ReadingApost | es 6, Ni cene, & Athana:
SA 1; SA 2.1; SC 2nd Article; LC 225, Ep 8; SD 8

Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him
up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with
steadfast faith in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Rev. Sean Kilgo is Pastor of the Northeast Kansas Partnership in Hiawatha, Sa-
betha, and Fairview, KS
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~ THE JUST AND JUSTIFIER ~

Salvation through Faith Alone in Christ

Romans 3:21-31 — But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart
from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteous-
ness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinc-
tion: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put for-
ward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's
righteousness, because in His divine forbearance He had passed over former sins. It
was to show His righteousness at the present time, so that He might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of our boasting? It is
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For
we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. Or is God the God
of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is
one—uwho will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.

Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we up-
hold the law.

Salvation through faith alone in Christ—this teaching, which is expressed suc-
cinctly in AC 4, is the chief and central article. On it the whole Christian
church stands or falls. To justify means “to declare righteous.” It involves an
external word, a declaration. It is legal and binding and not subject to appeal.
God declares us righteous for the sake of Christ, without any merit or worthi-

ness in us. Through the gift of faith we hear this Gospel and believe it.
Jesus is the Just. Only He has lived the just life, expressed by His obedience un-

der God’s Law. This Obedient One comes to us rebels as one of us, truly hu-
man. His obedient and just life is offered to God the Father on our behalf. And
this truly human Brother is also truly divine. Thus, all humanity is represented
in His own obedience. True God. True Man. The only obedient one (Rom

5:19; Ep 3.3 and SD 3.9—a wonderful summary).
He has lived the life we should have lived and has died the death we deserved.

14



In Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, we have been saved by the judgment of a

just and gracious God.

He is our Justification. An external word was spoken from this Man who offered
himself as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world—*It is fin-
ished” (Jn 19:30).

What hope and comfort does this chief article offer us? First, it clearly defines
the work of Jesus Christ for our salvation and makes very clear—as in declaring
it so—that the work of your salvation “is finished.” Second, it offers us comfort
in that it removes doubt and uncertainty over our salvation. Since it’s God’s
work alone, and we can offer nothing in addition to it, we trust that God has
completed—*“finished”—His work. There are no conditions yet to be met.
Third, the more we settle into this blessed rest of having been saved, the glory of
God and His riches toward us are made more apparent. God becomes not
Judge, but Savior, and we become more blessedly aware of His grace and our
daily sustenance in it through His Word and Sacrament. We rest in God and
find our joy in Him just like you do at the end of hard day that has been
“finished.” “When [the chief article] is understood correctly, it illumines and
amplifies Christ’s honor. It brings necessary and most abundant consolation to

devout consciences” (Ap 4.2).

Further ReadingSummargAC 4, SC The Creed, SD 2.9; Deep&p 4, SA
8, LC 2.2 3, SC The Lor ®dRan 1R% aQle4:1R5,Scr
5:1719, 8:33; Eph 2:0, Gal 3:11, Heb 11

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, because of Your tender love towards us sinners
You have given us Your Son that, believing in him, we might have everlasting life.
Continue to grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may remain steadfast in this faith to
the end and finally come to life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Rev. Jim Bender is Pastor at Faith Lutheran Church in Topeka, KS
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Gift Given, Delivered, and Received
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