
2009 CONVENTION OF THE KANSAS DISTRICT  
 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

All congregations and professional workers should have received a Call for Nominations for the 
Convention of the Kansas District, June 4 - 6, 2009, Topeka.  This Call for Nominations included forms 
for nominating for the offices of District President, Regional Vice Presidents and Circuit Counselor.  
Nominees for these offices can be submitted only by action of the Voters’ Assembly of District 
congregations.  These nominations are to be sent to: 

Rev. Robert C. Schaedel 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

702 S 9th St 
Salina, Kansas  67401-4802 

 
Nominations for the offices of District Secretary, Board of Directors, and District Nominations 
Committee can be offered by any member of a congregation in The Kansas District.  These nominations 
are made on forms available from the congregational office and should include: Position for which 
nominated, Name of candidate; Home address; Telephone number; Name of person offering nomination 
with address and phone number.  These letters must be signed by the person offering the name of a 
possible nominee.  Nominations for these offices are to be sent to: 

Rev. David Gruoner 
Zion Lutheran Church 

PO Box 343 
Linn, Kansas  66953-0343 

 
Following is a list of current office holders.  Individuals who are not eligible for re-election to their 
current office due to term limitations are underlined. 
President:   Rev. Keith Kohlmeier    
Vice Presidents:  Region 1:  Rev. Ed Trost            Region 2: Rev. Bob Grimm  
      Region 3:  Rev. David Meier      Region 4: Rev. Randall Jahnke   
Secretary:  Rev. Robert Schaedel   
Board of Directors: 
 Pastors:   Rev. Rodney Fritz; Rev. Norbert Tegtmeier   

Commissioned Ministers:  Joyce Duitsman, Dennis Hintz, Mark Schotte,  
       Jeremy Pera 

 Laypersons:  Steve Hanschu, Barb Teske, Kenneth Jorns, Betty Kruse,  
       Doug Wolters, Max Eberhart, Ivan Grimm, Walt Frederking  

 
Committee for District Convention Nominations: 

Rev. David Gruoner, Rev. Thomas Johnson, Rev. Robert Roberts, Mark Schotte, Steve Hanschu, 
Richard Schotte, Marlene Lorenz, Pat Bruenger 
 

Circuit Counselors: Circuit #1 – Rev. Timmothy Heath; #2 – Rev. Ed Mease; #3N – (vacant); 
#3S – Rev. Tom Krause; #4 – Rev. Mark Eichler; #5 – Rev. Richard Peckman; #6 – Rev. Bob Lieste;  
#7 – Rev. Rodney Fritz; #8 – Rev. Larry Brackenhoff; #9 – Rev. Alan Stahlecker; #10 – Rev. Dean Von 
Stroh;  #11 – Rev. Ken Kaufman; #12 – Rev. Charles Adams; #13 – Rev. Kenton Rohrberg;  
#14 – Rev. John Sharp; #15 – Rev. Don White; #16 – Rev. Robert Roberts 
 



The Friendship of Jesus & Muslims 
 
Pastor Dennis Mason attended The Friendship of Jesus & Muslims Conference on behalf of the Kansas 
District.  At the request of Rev. Mark Frith, Pastor Mason is writing a series of articles about what he 
learned at the conference. The articles are available to download from the Mission & Stewardship 
Department web page - http://www.kslcms.org/ks_departments/mission_stewardship/index.htm.  
 
Many Muslims have recently come to the United States of America to work and live.  More will emigrate 
here.  Others have resided in the States for several generations and many have already raised their 
families, most to be Muslims.  Perhaps you’ve noticed that large communities of Muslims reside together 
in several states.  Many are coming to live in Kansas, a people which are already culturally diverse, 
having experienced a pluralism of religions. 
 
Muslims, practicing Islam, are not Christians.  Should we care? 
 
Bible Students know the answer.  Jesus suffered and died for ALL that they may receive Triune God’s 
salvation from existence in Hell without Him; Muslims are included in “ALL.”  Jesus cared then for them 
and does so now. 
 
Muslims are not Christians.  Do we care? 
 
At this time in history, we should not remain ignorant of what Muslims believe and say and do.  Various 
Muslim countries and several Muslim organizations influence the United States in many ways, not always 
for the best.  Some consider devout Muslims to be a threat to the country and our way of life. 
 
Thanks to the so-called freedom of the press and the “unfettered” exchange of ideas, many resources 
exist, which the concerned may consult, in order to better understand the numerous Islamic peoples 
already in our society.  Sources note that there are variations in this religion, and also that diverse 
ideologies have evolved from the variations.  There is conflict among Islamic peoples because of these 
variations.  Available resources also examine difficulties which have arisen when Christians and Muslims 
interact and compete, something ongoing in many other nations.   
 
Because Muslim attitudes and actions seem threatening and have been proven to be harmful in other parts 
of the world, our dealing with their demands in this part of the world seems to be a momentous challenge.  
Thankfully, we may call upon the LORD and turn to His True Word for guidance.  As Christ’s disciples, 
we are to examine our attitudes and actions.  We ask of our Savior and Lord that the beam from our own 
eye, say, as pertains to personal relationships with enemies, be removed.  We do this so that we may then 
proceed to teach and live well as ones forgiven and restored to righteousness.  Faithful disciples also 
desire to be filled by the Holy Spirit with the only Word that changes hearts to love God and neighbor. 
 
What might we do to serve our Lord and Muslim neighbor? 
 
At The Friendship of Jesus & Muslims Conference, held last April in Detroit, the 176 participants (117 
men and 59 women) were encouraged to befriend Muslims - one at a time.  We were encouraged to do 
this for the sake of their salvation from sin, death and the power of Satan. 
 
Future installments regarding the conference will deal with some of the ways God’s absolution may be 
brought to Muslims. 


